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STATE OF GEORGIA

CITY OF HAPEVILLE

ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CITY OF HAPEVILLE,
GEORGIA TO PROVIDE FOR THE USE AND OPERATION OF PERSONAL
TRANSPORTATION VEHICLES ON THE MUNICIPAL STREETS OF THE CITY OF
HAPEVILLE; TO PROVIDE FOR OPERATIONAL AND EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS
FOR PERSONAL TRANSPORTATION VEHICLES; TO PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE;
TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; AND FOR OTHER LAWFUL PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the duly elected governing authority of the City of Hapeville, Georgia (the

“City”) is the Mayor and Council thereof; and

WHEREAS, many of the public streets of the City are designated for traffic flow at

twenty-five (25) miles per hour or less; and

WHEREAS, the traffic flow of such streets will not be obstructed or impeded by the use

of personal transportation vehicles (“PTVs”); and

WHEREAS, PTVs may serve a number of legitimate needs to the public including fuel

conservation, reduction in noise pollution and tourism; and

WHEREAS, Section 40-6-33 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated authorizes a

local governing authority to designate certain public streets or portions thereof for the combined

use of PTVs and regular vehicular traffic and to regulate the conditions upon which PTVs may

operate; and

WHEREAS, the amendments to the Code of Ordinances, City of Hapeville, Georgia,

contained herein will benefit the health, safety, morals and welfare of the citizens of and visitors

to the City.

BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the City of

Hapeville, Georgia, and by the authority thereof:
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Section   1.  The Code of Ordinances of the City of Hapeville, Georgia is hereby amended

by adding Article 10 (“Personal Transportation Vehicles”) to Chapter 41 (“Traffic and Motor

Vehicles”), the provisions of Article 10 which are set forth in Exhibit “A” attached hereto and

made a part hereof by reference.

Section   2.  The operation of Personal Transportation Vehicles shall be allowed upon such

streets as set forth in the map entitled “Golf Cart Restricted Access Map” which is attached

hereto as Exhibit “B” and made a part hereof by reference.  Said map shall be kept on file in the

Office of the City Clerk. Any person may review said Map upon request to the City Clerk.

Section   3.  The preamble of this Ordinance shall be considered to be and is hereby

incorporated by reference as if fully set out herein.

Section   4.  (a) It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that all

sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are or were, upon their

enactment, believed by the Mayor and Council to be fully valid, enforceable and constitutional.

(b) It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that, to the greatest

extent allowed by law, each and every section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this

Ordinance is severable from every other section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this

Ordinance.  It is hereby further declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that, to the

greatest extent allowed by law, no section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this

Ordinance is mutually dependent upon any other section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase

of this Ordinance.

(c) In the event that any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance

shall, for any reason whatsoever, be declared invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise

unenforceable by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, it is the
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express intent of the Mayor and Council that such invalidity, unconstitutionality or

unenforceability shall, to the greatest extent allowed by law, not render invalid, unconstitutional

or otherwise unenforceable any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs or

sections of the Ordinance and that, to the greatest extent allowed by law, all remaining phrases,

clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections of the Ordinance shall remain valid, constitutional,

enforceable, and of full force and effect.

Section    5.  All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby

expressly repealed.

Section   6.  This Ordinance shall be codified in a manner consistent with the laws of the

State of Georgia and the City.

Section   7.  The effective date of this Ordinance shall be the date of adoption unless

otherwise specified herein.

ORDAINED this ______ day of _______________, 2016.

CITY OF HAPEVILLE, GEORGIA

__________________________________________
Alan Hallman, Mayor

ATTEST:

__________________________________-
Jennifer Elkins, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

___________________________________
Steven M. Fincher, City Attorney
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Exhibit “A”
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Chapter 41 – Traffic and Motor Vehicles
Article 10 – Personal Transportation Vehicles

Section 41-10-1. – Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this Article shall have the meaning
ascribed to them in this section:

(1) Authorized Street means a public roadway of the City by whatever name (e.g., road,
alley, avenue, highway, route, boulevard, etc.) that:

(a) Has a posted speed limit of 25 miles per hour or less;
(b) Is not designated as part of either the State of Georgia or Federal highway system;
(c) Provides for no more than one lane of vehicular traffic per direction; and
(d) Is not an Unauthorized Street.

(2) Driver means the person driving and having physical control over a Personal
Transportation Vehicle.

(3) Owner means the person holding title to a Personal Transportation Vehicle who has a
majority ownership interest in such Personal Transportation Vehicle.

(4) Parking Area means any area accessible to the public by motor vehicular traffic and is
designated for the temporary parking of motor vehicles, usually in places referred to as
parking lots.

(5) Personal Transportation Vehicle (PTV) means any motor vehicle:
(a) With a minimum of four wheels;
(b) Capable of a maximum level ground speed of less than 20 miles per hour;
(c) With a maximum gross vehicle weight, unladed or empty, of 1,375 pounds; and
(d) Capable of transporting not more than eight persons.

(6) Unauthorized Street means any of the following public roadways (or portions thereof)
within the municipal limits of the City:  Interstate 85; Interstate 75; Loop Road; North
Central Avenue; Porsche Avenue; Dogwood Drive; Sylvan Road; Mount Zion Road;
Willingham Drive; the portion of Atlanta Avenue that is south of Doug Davis Drive; and
the portion of Virginia Avenue that is west of Doug Davis Drive.  In addition to said
roadways, Unauthorized Street shall also mean any other public roadway of the City of
Hapeville by whatever name (e.g. road, alley, avenue, highway, route, boulevard, etc.)
that has been designated by the Mayor and Council of the City by ordinance or resolution
as an unauthorized street.

Section 41-10-2. – Operating regulations

(1) It shall be unlawful to operate a PTV on any street within the municipal limits of the City
that is not an Authorized Street.

(2) Any person who drives or operates a PTV on the Authorized Streets and Parking Areas of
the City must hold a valid motor vehicle driver’s license.

(3) All drivers of PTVs shall abide by all traffic regulations applicable to vehicle traffic when
using the Authorized Streets and Parking Areas of the City.

(4) A PTV shall not be operated to transport more than eight (8) persons.
(5) A PTV shall not be operated on a sidewalk at any time.
(6) Every driver of a PTV shall be granted all the rights of, and shall be subject to all of the

rules of the road and duties applicable to, the driver of any other vehicle.
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(7) All PTVs are entitled to a full use of a lane on the Authorized Streets and Parking Areas
of the City and no motor vehicle shall be driven in such a manner as to deprive any PTV
of the full use of a lane.

(8) The driver of a PTV shall not overtake and pass in the same lane occupied by the vehicle
being overtaken.

(9) No driver shall operate a PTV between lanes of traffic or between adjacent lines or rows
of vehicles.

(10) The driver of a PTV operating on an Authorized Street may cross a multi-lane road only
at a signalized intersection designed for such purpose.

(11) Notwithstanding subsection (10), the driver of a PTV may (a) cross Dogwood Avenue
only at the intersection of Dogwood Avenue and North Avenue; and (b) cross North
Central Avenue only at the intersection of North Central Avenue and Virginia Avenue.

(12) The driver of a PTV operating on an Authorized Street may cross a state or federal route
only at an intersection that has been designated for such purpose by the Georgia
Department of Transportation.

(13) All laws and ordinances relative to alcohol and its use, including open container laws,
which apply to traffic on the streets of the City shall also apply to drivers and occupants
of PTVs.

(14) All drivers and occupants of a PTV must remain seated at all times during the operation
of the PTV.  No person may sit on the driver’s lap during the operation of the PTV.

Section 41-10-3. – Equipment
Each PTV shall meet the following design standards and shall be equipped with the following
operational equipment:

(1) A minimum of four (4) wheels;
(2) Each PTV must be capable of a maximum level ground speed of no more than 20 miles

per hour;
(3) A maximum gross vehicle weight, empty and unladen, of 1,375 pounds;
(4) A braking system sufficient for the weight and passenger capacity of the vehicle and a

parking brake;
(5) A reverse warning device functional at all times when the directional control of the PTV

is in the reverse position;
(6) A main power switch.  When such switch is in the “off” position or the key or other

device that activates the switch is removed, the motive power circuit shall be
inoperative.  If the switch uses a key, it shall be removable only in the “off” position;

(7) Head lamps;
(8) Reflex reflectors;
(9) Tail lamps;
(10) Front and rear turn signals;
(11) A horn;
(12) A rearview mirror;
(13) Safety warning labels; and
(14) Hip restraints and hand holds or a combination thereof.
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Section 41-10-4. – Liability
Nothing in this Article shall be construed as an assumption of liability by the City of Hapeville
for any injury to any person or property (real or personal) which may result from the operation of
a PTV within the municipal limits of the City.

Section 41-10-5. – Map
The operation of PTVs within the City shall be allowed as designated on the map entitled “Golf
Cart Restricted Access Map,” said map further illustrating the regulations of this Article.  The
“Golf Cart Restricted Access Map” shall be kept on file in the office of the City Clerk.  Any
person may review said map upon request to the City Clerk.

Section 41-10-6. - Penalties
Any person who violates the terms of this Article shall be punishable as follows:
In addition to whatever violations of Georgia law or any other provision of the Code of
Ordinances, City of Hapeville, Georgia that a driver of a PTV may be subject to, the owner of a
PTV shall be subject to the following civil penalties:

(1) For the conviction of a first offense, a fine of not less than $50.00.
(2) For the conviction of a second offense, a fine of not less than $100.00.
(3) For the conviction of a third offense, it is shall be unlawful for the PTV to be operated or

to be driven on any street within the municipal limits of the City for a period of two years
following such conviction.
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Exhibit “B”


