
CITY OF HAPEVILLE, GEORGIA 

MEETING OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL

August 19, 2014

AGENDA

6:00 PM Work Session 

1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call

Mayor Alan Hallman 
Alderman at Large Ann Ray
Councilman at Large Michael Randman
Councilman Ward 1 Joshua Powell
Councilman Ward 2 Diane Dimmick

3. Welcome                                                                 
    

4. Public Comments on Agenda Items

5. Public Hearing  
A. Consideration to set the 2014 millage rate at 16.61. 

Public Comment 
Staff Comment 
Mayor and Council Comment 

B. Motion to Adopt  Ordinance 2014- 07 Signs and Murals (as amended)
1st Reading June 17, 2014, July 15, 2014, and August 5, 2014
Summary and Background 
This Ordinance amends Chapter 93 of the Code of Ordinances by adding Article 3.3 
Signs and Murals.  

Public Comment
Staff Comment
Mayor and Council Comment 



C. 1st Reading Ordinance 2014-09, Vehicles Sales Accessory to Lending Institutions
Summary and Background
This Ordinance amends the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Hapeville, Georgia to add 
Section 93-2-19. – Vehicle sales accessory to lending institutions; special provisions.

Public Comment 
Staff Comment 
Mayor and Council Comment

D. 1st Reading Ordinance 2014-10, Accessory Structures
Summary and Background
This Ordinance amends the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Hapeville, Georgia to amend 
Chapter 93, Section 93-1-2 and 93-2-5 for the purpose of amending the Accessory Structure 
Ordinance.

Public Comment 
Staff Comment 
Mayor and Council Comment

E. 1st Reading Ordinance 2014-11, Subdivision Regulations 
Summary and Background
This Ordinance amends Chapter 90 Subdivision Regulations.

Public Comment 
Staff Comment 
Mayor and Council Comment

F. 1st reading Ordinance 2014-12, Sign Regulations
Summary and Background
This Ordinance amends the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Hapeville, Georgia to amend 
Chapter 93, Article 3.3 for the purpose of amending the Sign Regulations.

Public Comment 
Staff Comment 
Mayor and Council Comment

6. Presentation 
A. Community Improvement District  - Emory Morseberger

B. Annual Pension Fund Review - Clark Weeks 

C. Recognition of Outstanding Job 
a. Police Department

I. Alberto Jenson, Stephen Cushing, Michael Sanders, Jason Dyer and Josh 
Nelson



7. New Business
A. 1st Reading, Tax Penalty Ordinance 2014

B. Discussion Park Rules and Regulations - Tod Nichols

C. Motion to adopt Resolution 2014-14 Sustainable Economic Development
Summary and Background 
A resolution authorizing the city of Hapeville to become actively engaged with the Fulton 
County Economic Development Division in pursuit of innovative urbanregional economic 
growth strategies associated with the establishment of an Innovation District which 
focuses on a CleanTech-GreenTech-LogisticsTech Eco-Industrial Development 
Corridor in the vicinity of US-29 and the South Fulton Parkway in South Fulton County.

D. Consideration proposal for fire department fee schedule. - Tom Morris 

E. Consideration to approve the expenditure of $9,800 to Cherry Systems Data 
Recovery for extraction of data from a three-drive Raid 5 system located in the 
Police Department.  
Summary and Background
Cherry Systems Data Recovery would extract archived data from the Blue Steel and ICA 
programs into a searchable data base.  The City often receives request for this 
information an is unable to produce the records due to the corruption of the system.  
This is a budgeted amount.  

F. Consideration to approve the expenditure of $11,508 to Cisco Smartnet.
Summary and Background 
Network availability is the most valuable resource to any business/organization. When 
network issues are not resolved in timely manner, it can bring a business or network to a 
standstill. The benefits of a Cisco SMARTnet are the following;
 Quickly resolve issues = identify and resolve problems quickly before they 

significantly affect business continuity.
 Empower IT Staff = Improve operation efficiency by keeping staff up to date on the 
latest technology advances and threats.
 Mitigate Risk = Detect security issues that could negatively affect the availability, 
performance, & reliability of the network.

G. Consideration to enter into an Agreement with Fulton County for animal control 
services in the amount of $9,454.34 from July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015.  
Summary and Background
Whereas The City of Hapeville has a need to provide animal control service to the 
residents of the city and provide housing for recovered animals.  The city shall enter into 
an agreement with Fulton County for animal recovery and shelter services and agree to 
pay the pre determined amount to Fulton County for these services. 



H. Consideration for City to enter into contracts with O'Brien Productions in an amount 
not to exceed $6,800. to provide Event Services for the Happy Days Festival on 
Saturday, September 20, 2014 and for the Tree Lighting Event on Tuesday, November 
25th, 2014.
Summary and Background
Services will include equipment such as inflatable/generators, games and uniformed 
professional staff including DJ services and entertainers.Service provider carries general 
liability insurance.  Council previously determined non-competitive negotiation for these 
contracts, staff solicited four quotes.

I. Consideration for City to enter into contracts with Concert Audio in an amount not to 
exceed $2,500. to provide sound and lighting services for the Happy Days Festival on 
Saturday, September 20, 2014 and for the Tree Lighting Event on Tuesday, November 
25th, 2014. 
Summary and Background
Services will include sound and lighting equipment and professional staff.  Service provider 
carries general liability insurance. Council previously determined non-competitive 
negotiation for these contracts, staff solicited four quotes.  The recommended service 
provider was the lowest quote received.
 

J. Consideration to approve Vision Outreach Banner request to place banners along 
the football field fence.

K. Consideration to cancel the September 2nd Cancel meeting.  

8. Updates by Department

9. Public  Comments 

10. Executive Session - For purposes of personnel and legal.     

11. Adjournment
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STATE OF GEORGIA 

CITY OF HAPEVILLE  

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2014-07 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 

HAPEVILLE, GEORGIA BY AMENDING ARTICLE 3.3 OF CHAPTER 93 (ZONING); TO 

PROVIDE SEVERABILITY; TO PROVIDE FOR REPEAL OF CONFLICTING 

ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE FOR ADOPTION AND EFFECTIVE DATE; TO PROVIDE 

FOR CODIFICATION; AND TO PROVIDE FOR OTHER LAWFUL PURPOSES.   

 

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held by the Mayor and Council of the City of Hapeville, 

Georgia;  

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hapeville find that this Ordinance is in the 

best interest of the citizens of Hapeville, Georgia; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Hapeville, 

Georgia that: 

 

Section 1. 

The Code of Ordinances of the City of Hapeville is hereby amended by amending the title of 

Article 3.3 of Chapter 93 from “Article 3.3 – Signs” to “Article 3.3 – Signs and Murals.”   

 

Section 2. 

 

The Code of Ordinances of the City of Hapeville is hereby amended by amending Article 3.3 of 

Chapter 93 to add the title “DIVISION 1 – Signs” and for current code sections 93-3.3-1 through  

93-3.3-26 to be codified under the title “DIVISION 1 – Signs.”    

 

Section 3.   
 

The Code of Ordinances of the City of Hapeville is hereby amended by amending Article 3.3 of 

Chapter 93 to add “DIVISION 2 – Murals” to read as follows:  

 

“Article 3.3 – Signs and Murals.  

 

…  

 

DIVISION 2 – Murals 

 

Sec. 93-3.3-27. –  Statement of Purpose and Intent.  

 

A mural is a work of art painted otherwise directly applied on a building or wall.  The purpose of 
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this division is to recognize the following mural types:  (1) Historic Murals; (2) Original Art 

Murals; and (3) Limited Message Murals.  All other similar forms of outdoor visual art that do 

not meet the definitions of these three forms of murals set forth herein shall be regulated as wall 

signs under division 1 of this chapter pertaining to signs.     

 

Sec. 93-3.3-28. – Historic Murals.  

 

Historic Murals are original works of visual art or signs produced by hand that were tiled, 

painted directly on or affixed directly to a wall or building prior to the date of adoption of this 

division. Murals that re-create a historic image bearing a relationship to a historic Hapeville 

theme established after the date of adoption of this division also constitute Historic Murals. 

Original Historic Murals and re-creations of historic images are deemed to comply with this 

Code.  

 

Sec. 93-3.3-29. – Original Art Murals.  

 

Original Art Murals are original works of visual art produced by hand that are tiled, painted 

directly on, or affixed directly to a wall or building. This section is intended to allow and 

encourage content neutral Original Art Murals. Original Art Murals may be mechanically 

produced or computer generated prints or images, but shall not include the use of digitally 

printed vinyl. Such murals shall not contain electrical or mechanical components or feature a 

changing image.  Original Art Murals cannot contain text, graphics, or symbols that advertise or 

promote a business, product, or service; or promote a political candidate or party. 

 

(a) Standards for Original Art Murals.  

Original Art Murals shall comply with the following standards: 

(1) Original Art Murals shall not contain a commercial or non-commercial message. 

(2) The mural shall remain in place, without alteration, a minimum of five years.  The applicant 

shall attest to this standard on the permit application.
  

(3) No part of any mural shall extend beyond the building wall or freestanding wall on which it is 

tiled, painted, or affixed.  

(4) No part of the mural shall extend more than six inches from the plane of the wall upon which 

it is tiled, painted, or affixed. 

(5) Only oil based alkyd enamel or polyurethane enamel, or newer 100% acrylic exterior paints 

shall be used to create murals. 

(6) Murals executed using spray paint shall be limited to air brushing to ensure that high quality 

paint is used. 

(7) An appropriate clear sealer or a suitable varnish or topcoat shall be applied to the finished 

mural. Graffiti resistant sealers should be chosen. 

 

 

(b) Prohibited Original Art Murals. 

The following forms of Original Art Murals shall be prohibited: 

(1) Any mural that contains an element that moves, rotates, or otherwise creates a changing 

image or message. 
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(2) Any mural that uses flashing or scrolling lights, an internal light source, or other light feature. 

(3) Any mural containing electrical or mechanical components. 

(4) Any mural that is applied to a surface as a vinyl or other non-permanent material. 

 

Sec. 93-3.3-30. – Limited Message Murals.  

 

Limited Message Murals are murals that are painted on or applied to and made integral with a 

building wall or free-standing wall that contain a graphic or written message.  

 

(a) Standards for Limited Message Murals.  

Limited Message Murals shall comply with the following standards: 

(1) Limited Message Murals may contain a graphic or written message not exceeding 50 percent 

of the width of the building or tenant façade, provided that no such graphic or written message 

shall have an area exceeding 10 percent of the building or tenant façade area as measured at the 

exterior dimension of the graphic or written message and framing. 

(2) The mural shall remain in place, without alteration, a minimum of five years.  The applicant 

shall attest to this standard on the permit application.
  

(3) No part of any mural shall extend beyond the building wall or freestanding wall on which it is 

tiled, painted, or affixed.  

(4) No part of the mural shall extend more than six inches from the plane of the wall upon which 

it is tiled, painted, or affixed. 

(5) Only oil based alkyd enamel or polyurethane enamel, or newer 100% acrylic exterior paints 

shall be used to create murals. 

(6) Murals executed using spray paint shall be limited to air brushing to ensure that high quality 

paint is used. 

(7) An appropriate clear sealer or a suitable varnish or topcoat shall be applied to the finished 

mural. Graffiti resistant sealers should be chosen. 

 

 

(b)  Prohibited Limited Message Murals. 

The following forms of Limited Message Murals shall be prohibited: 

(1) Any mural that contains an element that moves, rotates, or otherwise creates a changing 

image or message. 

(2) Any mural that uses flashing or scrolling lights, an internal light source, or other light feature. 

(3) Any mural containing electrical or mechanical components. 

(4) Any mural that is applied to a surface as a vinyl or other non-permanent material. 

 

 

Sec. 93-3.3-31 – Mural Permitting Process.   

 

This section establishes administrative permitting procedures to allow re-creation, preservation, 

and maintenance of Historic Murals, and creation of Original Art Murals and Limited Message 

Murals. The procedures set forth herein establish standards for review and approval of 

applications for new murals or those proposed for repainting or other maintenance to ensure the 

appropriateness of the mural with the context and compliance with this division.  Administrative 
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permits for such applications shall encompass review and approval by the Design Review 

Committee relative to the following standards; compliance with all other aspects of this Code 

shall be subject to application of the Code by the City Planner. 

 

(a) Standards to be Used to Process Mural Applications. 

(1) The Design Review Committee shall consider the size, scale, and relationship of a mural to 

the historic context in the case of Historic Murals.  Original Art Murals and Limited Message 

Murals may or may not bear any relationship to the Hapeville context. The content of a mural 

shall not be the focus of review. 

(2) Repainting of historic advertising shall be guided by exacting documentation concerning the 

mural. 

(3) A permanent plan for maintenance and exact repainting according to the plan of the original 

artist shall be submitted with the application. The exact matching of color and application 

technique shall be specified in the plan. 

(4) Any mural proposed must be on a wall surface that will not mar a key historic feature and 

will be compatible with the streetscape. The image of any faded advertising murals shall be 

stabilized using appropriate preservation techniques and shall remain otherwise unchanged. 

(5) The standards of this division applicable to each mural type shall be considered. 

Section 4. 

 

a. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that all sections, 

paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are or were, upon their enactment,  

believed by the Mayor and Council to be fully valid, enforceable and constitutional. 

 

b. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that, to the greatest 

extent allowed by law, each and every section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this 

Ordinance is severable from every other section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this 

Ordinance.  It is hereby further declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that, to the 

greatest extent allowed by law, no section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this 

Ordinance is mutually dependent upon any other section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase 

of this Ordinance.  

 

c. In the event that any phrase, clause, sentence, or section of this Ordinance shall, for any 

reason whatsoever, be declared invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable by the valid 

judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, it is the express intent of the Mayor 

and Council that such invalidity, unconstitutionality, or unenforceability shall, to the greatest 

extent allowed by law, not render invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable any of the 

remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs or sections of the Ordinance and that, to the 

greatest extent allowed by law, all remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs, and 

sections of the Ordinance shall remain valid, constitutional, enforceable, and of full force and 

effect. 
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Section 5. 

All Ordinances and parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby expressly repealed. 

Section 6. 

This Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption by the Mayor and Council. 

Section 7. 

The Ordinance shall be codified in a manner consistent with the laws of the State of Georgia and 

the City of Hapeville.  

 

Section 8. 

 It is the intention of the governing body, and it is hereby ordained that the provisions of  this 

Ordinance shall become and be made part of the Code of Ordinances, City of Hapeville, Georgia  

and the sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered to accomplish such intention.   

 

Public Hearing: June 17, 2014, July 15, 2014, August 5, 2014 

 

First Reading:    August 5, 2014 (as amended)    

 

Adoption:          

 

This Ordinance having been properly considered and adopted by the City Council of the City of 

Hapeville, Georgia, the same is hereby APPROVED this     day of   , 2014. 

 

 

CITY OF HAPEVILLE, GEORGIA    ATTEST:  

 

 

             

Alan Hallman, Mayor     Jennifer Elkins, City Clerk 

 

       APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

            

       Paul R. Koster, City Attorney 
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STATE OF GEORGIA 
CITY OF HAPEVILLE  
 

ORDINANCE 2014-09 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY 
OF HAPEVILLE, GEORGIA; TO AMEND CHAPTER 93 (ZONING), 
ARTICLE 2 (GENERAL PROVISIONS) BY ADDING CODE SECTION 93-2-
19; TO PROVIDE FOR REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO 
PROVIDE FOR ADOPTION AND EFFECTIVE DATE; TO PROVIDE FOR 
CODIFICATION; AND TO PROVIDE FOR OTHER LAWFUL PURPOSES.   
 
WHEREAS, a public hearing was held by the Mayor and Council of the City of 

Hapeville, Georgia; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hapeville find that this  

Ordinance is in the best interest of the citizens of Hapeville, Georgia;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the City 

of Hapeville that: 
 
Section 1. The Code of Ordinances of the City of Hapeville is hereby amended by adding 
section 93-2-19 to read as follows: 
 
“Sec. 93-2-19. – Vehicle sales accessory to lending institutions; special provisions. 
 
Notwithstanding any other provision contained within this chapter, quarterly vehicle sales 
may be conducted by the owner of property on which the principal use is established and 
shall comply with the following restrictions and limitations: 
 
(1) All vehicle sales accessory to lending institutions shall be deemed customary 
accessory uses in any commercial zone. For purposes of this section, the term lending 
institution shall be defined as an entity that conforms to one of the following 
classifications found in the North American Industrial Classification System manual 
published in 2002 by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget: 
 
(a) 522110 Commercial Banking 
This industry comprises establishments primarily engaged in accepting demand and other 
deposits and making commercial, industrial and consumer loans. Commercial banks and 
branches of foreign banks are included in this industry. 
 
(b) 522120 Savings Institutions 
This U.S. industry comprises establishments primarily engaged in accepting time 
deposits, making mortgage and real estate loans and investing in high grade securities. 
Savings and loan associations and savings banks are included in this industry. 
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(c) 522130 Credit Unions 
This industry comprises establishments primarily engaged in accepting members’ share 
deposits in cooperatives that are organized to offer consumer loans to their members. 
 
(2) Such sales shall not be conducted more often than once every three (3) month period 
and shall be limited to two (2) weekends and the intervening weekdays. 
 
(3) All vehicles displayed shall be operable and free of major body damage. 
 
(4) Vehicles shall be stored in lawful parking spaces and not in any driveways or aisles. 
 
(5) Signs associated with such sales shall be limited to one (1) banner sign having a 
maximum area of 32 square feet which shall be unaffected by other provisions of the 
Sign Ordinance as to sign area. Such advertising shall be limited to the period of the 
actual sale and one week prior to the sale.” 
 
Section 2.  
 
 a. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that all 
sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are or were, upon 
their enactment, believed by the Mayor and Council to be fully valid, enforceable and 
constitutional. 
 
 b. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that, to 
the greatest extent allowed by law, each and every section, paragraph, sentence, clause or 
phrase of this Ordinance is severable from every other section, paragraph, sentence, 
clause or phrase of this Ordinance.  It is hereby further declared to be the intention of the 
Mayor and Council that, to the greatest extent allowed by law, no section, paragraph, 
sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is mutually dependent upon any other 
section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance.  
 
 c. In the event that any phrase, clause, sentence, or section of this Ordinance 
shall, for any reason whatsoever, be declared invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise 
unenforceable by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, it is 
the express intent of the Mayor and Council that such invalidity, unconstitutionality, or 
unenforceability shall, to the greatest extent allowed by law, not render invalid, 
unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable any of the remaining phrases, clauses, 
sentences, paragraphs or sections of the Ordinance and that, to the greatest extent allowed 
by law, all remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs, and sections of the 
Ordinance shall remain valid, constitutional, enforceable, and of full force and effect. 
 
Section 3. 
 
 All Ordinances and parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby expressly 
repealed. 
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Section 4. 
 
 This Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption by the Mayor and 
Council. 
 
Section 5. 
 
 The Ordinance shall be codified in a manner consistent with the laws of the State 
of Georgia and the City of Hapeville.  
 
Section 6. 
 
 It is the intention of the governing body, and it is hereby ordained that the 
provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made part of the Code of Ordinances, 
City of Hapeville, Georgia and the sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered to 
accomplish such intention.  
 
  Public Hearing: August 19, 2014   
 
             First Reading: August 19, 2014    
 

Adoption:        
 
This Ordinance having been properly considered and adopted by the City Council of the 
City of Hapeville, Georgia, the same is hereby APPROVED this   day of  ,  2014. 
 
CITY OF HAPEVILLE, GEORGIA    ATTEST: 
  

 
             
Alan Hallman, Mayor     Jennifer Elkins, City Clerk 
 
       APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
            
       Paul R. Koster, City Attorney 
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STATE OF GEORGIA 

CITY OF HAPEVILLE  

 

ORDINANCE 2014-11 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY 

OF HAPEVILLE, GEORGIA; TO AMEND CHAPTER 90 - SUBDIVISIONS; 

TO PROVIDE FOR REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO 

PROVIDE FOR ADOPTION AND EFFECTIVE DATE; TO PROVIDE FOR 

CODIFICATION; AND TO PROVIDE FOR OTHER LAWFUL PURPOSES.   

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hapeville find that this 

Ordinance is in the best interest of the citizens of Hapeville, Georgia;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the City 

of Hapeville that: 

 

Section 1. The Code of Ordinances of the City of Hapeville is hereby amended by 

amending Chapter 90 – Subdivisions to read as follows: 
 

“Chapter 90 - SUBDIVISIONS 

Sec. 90-1-1. - Purpose, authority and jurisdiction. 

(a) Purpose. 

 

(1) Land subdivision is the first step in the process of community 

development. Once land has been cut up into streets, lots and blocks and 

publicly recorded, the correction of defects is costly and difficult. 

Subdivision of land sooner or later becomes a public responsibility, in that 

roads and streets must be maintained and various public services customary 

to urban areas must be provided. The welfare of the entire community is 

thereby affected in many important respects. It is therefore to the interest of 

the public, the developer and the future owners that subdivisions be 

conceived, designed and developed in accordance with sound rules and 

proper minimum standards. 

 

(2) The major street plan, of which certified copies were filed in the office of 

the City Clerk and the following standards guiding the Planning 

Commission are designed to provide for the harmonious development of 

the area; to secure a coordinated layout and adequate provisions for traffic; 

and also to secure adequate provision for light, air, recreation, 

transportation, water, drainage, sewer and other sanitary facilities. 

 

(b) Authority. These subdivision regulations are adopted under the authority 

granted by the laws of the state. The Planning Commission has fulfilled the 

requirements set forth in state law as prerequisites to the adoption of these 

regulations. 
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(c) Jurisdiction. These regulations shall govern all subdivision of land within the 

corporate limits of the city as now or hereafter established. Within these 

regulations, the term "subdivision" shall mean the division of a tract or parcel of 

land into two or more lots, sites or divisions for the purpose, whether immediate 

or future, of sale or building development, and includes resubdivision and, when 

appropriate to the context, relates to the process of subdividing or to the land or 

area subdivided. Any owner of land within this area wishing to subdivide land 

shall submit to the Planning Commission a plat of the subdivision according to 

the procedures outlined in section 90-1-2, which plat shall conform to the 

minimum requirements set forth in section 90-1-3. Improvements shall be 

installed as required by section 90-1-4 of these regulations. 

 

Sec. 90-1-2. - Procedure for plat approval. 

(a) Preliminary plat preparation and submission. The procedure for review and 

approval of a subdivision plat consists of the preparation and submittal of a 

preliminary plat of the proposed subdivision to Planning Commission. 

 

(b) Final plat preparation and submission. A final plat, including the required 

certificates, may be submitted to Planning Commission following approval of a 

preliminary plat.  The final plat becomes the instrument to be recorded in the 

office of the Clerk of Superior Court when duly signed by the Secretary of the 

Planning Commission. 

 

(c) Consultation/technical advisory. The subdivider should consult City staff for 

advice and assistance before preparing the preliminary plat and its formal 

application for approval. This will enable the subdivider to become thoroughly 

familiar with these regulations, the major street plan and other official plans for 

public improvements which might affect the area. Such informal review should 

minimize unnecessary delays and costly revisions. 

 

(d) General. 

 

(1) Any owner of land lying within the City of Hapeville wishing to divide 

that land into two or more lots, or to resubdivide land, shall submit a 

preliminary plat of the proposed subdivision to the Planning Commission 

for approval and shall obtain approval prior to the filing of a final 

subdivision plat. Any such plat of subdivision shall conform to the 

minimum standards of design for the subdivision of land as set forth 

in section 90-1-3 of these regulations and shall be presented in the manner 

specified in this chapter. No subdivision plat shall be filed or recorded by 

the Clerk of the Superior Court of Fulton County without the approval of 

the Planning Commission as specified herein. 

 

(2) In order to secure review and approval of the Planning Commission of a 

proposed subdivision, the prospective subdivider shall, prior to the making 
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of any street improvements or installations of utilities, submit to the 

Planning Commission a preliminary plat as provided in subsection (e) 

below. Upon approval of the preliminary plat, the subdivider may proceed 

with preparation of the final plat and other required documents as 

specified in subsection (f) and the improvements set forth in section 90-1-

4. 

 

(e) Preliminary plat. 

 

(1)A minimum of five days prior to the meeting at which the preliminary 

plat is to be considered, the subdivider shall submit  two copies of the 

preliminary plat of the proposed subdivision drawn to a scale of not less 

than one inch equals 100 feet to the Planning Commission. 

 

(2)The preliminary plat shall meet the minimum standards of design and 

the general requirements for the construction of public improvements as 

set forth in section 90-1-3 and shall contain the following information 

insofar as possible: 

 

a. The proposed subdivision name and location, name and address of 

the owner or owners, and name of the author of the plat who shall be 

a state-registered engineer or land surveyor. 

 

b. Date, approximate north point and graphic scale. 

 

c. The location of existing and platted property lines, streets, buildings, 

watercourses, railroads, sewers, bridges, culverts, drain pipes, water 

mains and any public utility easements; the present zoning 

classification of the land to be subdivided and the adjoining land; 

and the names of adjoining property owners or subdivisions. 

 

d. Plans of proposed underground utility layouts (including sewers, 

water mains and electrical service) showing feasible connections to 

the existing or any proposed utility systems. 

 

e. The names, locations, widths and other dimensions of proposed 

streets, alleys, easements, parks and other open spaces, reservations, 

lot lines and utilities. 

 

f. Contours at vertical intervals of not more than five feet.  

 

g. The acreage of the land to be subdivided and acreage of any lots to 

be created. 

 

h. Location map showing the relationship of subdivision to area. 
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(3) Within 30 days after submission of the preliminary plat, the Planning 

Commission will review the plat and indicate its approval, denial or 

approval subject to modifications as a basis for preparation of the final 

plat. If a plat is denied, reasons for the denial will be indicated in writing. 

If approved subject to modifications, the nature of the required 

modifications will also be indicated in writing. 

 

(4) Approval of the preliminary plat by the Planning Commission will not 

constitute acceptance of the final plat and will not be indicated on the 

preliminary plat. 

 

(5) Failure of Planning Commission to act on the preliminary plat within 

30 days of the meeting at which the preliminary plat was first considered 

will be deemed approval of this plat. 

 

(6) One copy of the preliminary plat shall be retained by the Planning 

Commission Secretary. The second copy will be returned to the subdivider 

with any notations at the time of approval or denial and the specific 

modifications, if any, required. 

 

(7) Approval of the preliminary plat shall lapse and become null and void 

unless a final plat based thereon is submitted within one year from the date 

of such approval. The Planning Commission may grant an extension of 

time not to exceed 180 days upon good cause shown. 

 

(f) Final plat. 

 

(1)The final plat shall conform substantially to the preliminary plat as 

approved, and, if desired by the subdivider, may constitute only that 

portion of the approved preliminary plat proposed for recording and 

development at the time; provided, however, that any portion conforms to 

all requirements of these regulations. 

 

(2) a. A minimum of five days prior to the Planning Commission meeting 

at which it is to be considered, the subdivider shall submit an electronic 

file and the original drawing in black ink and three copies (black and 

white prints), together with any street profiles or other plans that may be 

required by Planning Commission. 

 

b. The plat shall be drawn to a scale of one-inch equals 100 feet on 

sheets not larger than 22 inches by 34 inches or an approved size to 

correspond to local plat book dimensions. When more than one sheet 

is required, an index sheet of the same size shall be filed showing the 

entire subdivision with the sheets lettered in alphabetical order as a 

key. 
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c. When the plat has been approved by the Planning Commission, one 

copy will be returned to the subdivider, with the approval of the 

Planning Commission certified thereon, for filing with the Clerk of 

Superior Court as the official plat of record. One copy containing the 

certification of the Planning Commission will be returned to the 

subdivider and the Planning Commission Secretary shall retain the 

other two copies. 

 

(3) The Planning Commission shall approve or deny a final plat within 30 

days of the date upon which the plat was first considered by the Planning 

Commission. Failure of the Planning Commission to act on the final plat 

within these 30 days shall be deemed approval. In the event a final plat is 

denied, the grounds for denial shall be stated in the records of the Planning 

Commission. 

 

(4) Approval of the final plat by the Planning Commission shall not 

constitute acceptance by the City of Hapeville of dedication of any streets, 

easements or other public way, ground or improvements. 

 

The final plat shall show: 

 

a. The lines of all streets, roads, and allies, lot lines, building setback lines, lots 

numbered in numerical order, house numbers, reservations, easements and 

any areas to be dedicated to public use or sites for other than residential use 

with notes stating their purpose and any limitations. 

 

b. Sufficient data to readily determine and reproduce on the ground the 

location, bearing and length of every street line, lot line, boundary line, block 

line and building line, whether curved or straight, and including the true 

north point. This shall include the radius, central angle and tangent distance 

for the centerline of curved streets and curved property lines that are not the 

boundary of curved streets. 

 

c. All dimensions to the nearest 100
th

 of a foot and angles to the nearest minute. 

 

d. Location and description of monuments. 

 

e. The names and locations of adjoining subdivisions and streets and the 

location and ownership of adjoining property. 

 

f. Date, title, name and location of subdivision, graphic scale and true north 

point. 

 

g. Location map showing site in relation to area. 
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h. Certification showing that the applicant is the landowner or legally 

authorized representative and dedicates streets, rights-of-way, improvements 

and any sites for public use. Certification form must comply with the 

following: 

 

Owner’s Acknowledgement and Dedication: 

 

(STATE OF GEORGIA) 

(FULTON COUNTY) 

The owner of the land shown on this plat and whose name is subscribed 

thereto, and in person or through a duly authorized agent, acknowledges that 

this plat was made from an actual survey, and dedicates by this Declaration to 

the use of the public forever all streets, easements, sanitary sewers and 

appurtenances, potable water mains and appurtenances, storm drains and 

appurtenances, and other public facilities and appurtenances thereon shown. 

  

___________________________________           ________________  

Signature of Subdivider     Date Signed 

 

__________________________________________                           

Printed or Typed Name of Subdivider 

 

________________________________   _________________ 

Signature of Owner     Date Signed 

 

___________________________________________                                         

Printed or Typed Name of Owner 

 

i. Certification by the landowner acknowledging that the City assumes no 

responsibility for overflow or erosion of natural or artificial drains beyond 

the extent of the street right-of-way, or for the extension of culverts beyond 

the point shown on the approved and recorded subdivision plat and that the 

City does not assume responsibility for maintenance of pipes and drainage 

ditches in drainage easements beyond the City right-of-way. Structures other 

than storm drainage structures are not permitted in drainage easements. 

 

j. Certification by land surveyor or engineer to accuracy of survey and plat and 

placement of monuments. Certification form must comply with the 

following: 

 

Final Surveyor’s Certificate: 

 

It is hereby certified that this plat is true and correct as to the property lines and 

all improvements shown thereon, and was prepared from an actual survey of 

the property made by me or under my supervision; that all monuments and 

markers shown thereon actually exist, and their location, size, type and 
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material are correctly shown.  The field data upon which this plat is based has a 

closure precision of one foot in _______ feet and an angular error of ________ 

per angle point, and was adjusted using the __________________ rule.  This 

plat has been calculated for closure and is found to be accurate within one foot 

in _______ feet and the property shown contains a total of ________acres.  

The equipment used to obtain the linear and angular measurements herein was 

________________________________. 

 

By: ____________________________________  _________________ 

        Date 

 

 Registered Georgia Land Surveyor No. _________     

Date of Expiration ______________  

 

k. Certification of Final Plat Approval containing the following statement: 

 

Final Plat Approval: 

 

This subdivision plat has been reviewed by the Planning Commission and the 

City Engineer and found to be in compliance with Zoning Ordinance, 

Conditions of Zoning Approval, City of Hapeville Development Regulations 

and Subdivision Regulations, as amended, and that it has been approved by all 

other affected City and County Departments, as appropriate.  The Mayor and 

City Council hereby approve this Final Plat, subject to the provisions and 

requirements of the City’s regulations and the provisions and requirements of 

the Development Performance and Maintenance Agreement executed for this 

development between the Owner and the City of Hapeville.                                       

                             

________________________________________ ______________ 

City Clerk – On Behalf of Mayor and Council             Date 

 

________________________________________ ______________ 

Chairman, Planning Commission               Date 

 

________________________________________ ______________        

City Engineer                 Date 

 

l. If Final Plat approval is requested before all improvements have been 

installed in accordance with the requirements of the regulations, the Owner 

shall post a security bond in an amount determined by the City to be 

sufficient to ensure the completion of all required improvements. Security 

bond language and bond provider shall satisfy all requirements of the City. 

 

m. All other notes or notations as may be required by the City. 
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(g) Short-cut Procedure. Subdivisions that do not involve the creation of new 

streets or installation or dedication of infrastructure may be submitted as final plats 

without the necessity of preliminary plat approval. 

 

Sec. 90-1-3. - General requirements and minimum standards of design. 

(a) Streets. 

 

(1) Conformity to the major street plan. The location and width of all 

streets and roads shall conform to the official major street plan. 

 

(2) Relation to adjoining street systems. The proposed street system shall 

extend existing streets or projects at the same or greater width, but in no 

case less than the required minimum width. 

 

(3) Street widths. The minimum width of right-of-way, measured from lot 

line to lot line, shall be as shown on the major street plan, or if not shown 

on that plan, shall be not less than as follows: 

 

a. For major streets, 70 feet as may be required. Major streets are those 

regional roads to be used primarily for fast or heavy traffic and will 

be located on the major street plan. 

 

b. For arterial streets, 60 feet. Arterial streets are those which carry 

traffic from minor streets to the major streets and include the 

principal streets utilized for local circulation. 

 

c. For minor and collector residential streets, 50 feet. Minor streets are 

those which are used primarily for access to the abutting residential 

properties and designed to discourage their use by through traffic. 

Collector residential streets are those which carry traffic from 

residential streets to arterial streets. 

 

d. For dead-end streets (cul-de-sacs), 50 feet. Cul-de-sacs are 

permanent dead-end streets or courts designed so that they cannot be 

extended in the future. “Hammerhead” turnarounds are also permitted 

on dead-end streets accessing low density neighborhoods. 

 

e. For alleys, ten feet to 16 feet. Alleys are minor public ways used 

primarily for service access to the back or side of properties otherwise 

abutting on a street. In cases where topography or other typical 

physical conditions make a street of the required minimum width 

impracticable, the Planning Commission may modify the above 

requirements. Through proposed business areas the street widths shall 

be increased ten feet on each side if needed to provide parking 

without interference of normal passing traffic. 
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(4) Additional width on existing streets. Subdivisions that adjoin existing 

streets shall dedicate additional right-of-way to meet the above minimum 

street width requirements. 

 

a. The entire right-of-way shall be provided where any part of the 

subdivision is on both sides of the existing street. 

 

b. When the subdivision is located on only one side of an existing 

street, one-half of the required right-of-way, measured from the 

centerline of the existing roadway, shall be provided. 

 

(5) Restriction of access. When a tract fronts on an arterial street or 

highway, the Planning Commission may require those lots to be provided 

with frontage on an access street. 

 

(6) Street grades. Grades on major streets shall not exceed seven percent. 

Grades on other streets may exceed seven percent but not ten percent. 

 

(7) Horizontal curves. Where a deflection angle of more than ten degrees 

in the alignment of a street occurs, a curve of reasonably long radius shall 

be introduced. On streets 60 feet or more in width, the centerline radius of 

curvature shall be not less than 300 feet; on other streets not less than 100 

feet. 

 

(8) Vertical curves. All changes in grade shall be connected by vertical 

curves of minimum length in feet equal to 15 times the algebraic 

difference in rates of grade for major streets and one-half this minimum 

length for other streets. Profiles of all streets showing natural and finished 

grades drawn to a scale of not less than one inch equals 100 feet 

horizontal, and one-inch equals 20 feet vertical, may be required by the 

Planning Commission. 

 

(9) Intersections. 

a. Street intersections shall be as nearly at right angles as is possible, 

and no intersection shall be at an angle of less than 60 degrees. 

 

b. Property line radii at street intersections shall not be less than 20 feet 

and where the angle of street intersection is less than 75 degrees, the 

Planning Commission may require a greater curb radius. Wherever 

necessary to permit the construction of a curb having a desirable 

radius without curtailing the sidewalk at a street corner to less than 

normal width, the property line at such street corner shall be rounded 

or otherwise set back sufficiently to permit such construction. 
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(10) Tangents. A tangent of at least 100 feet long shall be introduced 

between reverse curves on arterial and collector streets. 

 

(11) Street jogs. Street jogs with centerline offsets of less than 125 feet 

shall be prohibited. 

 

(12) Dead-end streets. 

 

a. Minor terminal streets or courts designed to have one end 

permanently closed shall be no more than 400 feet long unless 

necessitated by topography. They shall be provided at the closed 

end with a turnaround having an outside roadway diameter of at 

least 80 feet and a street right-of-way diameter of at least 100 feet. 

“Hammerhead” turnarounds are also permitted on dead-end streets 

accessing low density neighborhoods. 

 

b. Where, in the opinion of the Planning Commission, it is desirable 

to provide for street access to adjoining property, proposed streets 

shall be extended by dedication to the boundary of the property. 

These dead-end streets shall be provided with a temporary 

turnaround having a roadway diameter of at least 80 feet. 

 

(13) Private streets and reserve strips. There shall be no private streets 

platted in any subdivision. Every subdivided property shall be served from 

a publicly dedicated street. There shall be no reserve strips controlling 

access to streets, except where the control of such strips is definitely 

placed with the community under conditions approved by the Planning 

Commission. 

 

(14) Street names. Proposed streets in obvious alignment with others 

already existing and named shall bear the names of existing streets. In no 

case shall the name for proposed streets duplicate existing street names, 

irrespective of the use of the suffix street, avenue, boulevard, driveway, 

place or court. 

 

(15) Alleys. Alleys shall be provided to the rear of lots used for business 

purposes, and shall not be provided in residential blocks except where the 

subdivider produces evidence satisfactory to the Planning Commission of 

the need for alleys. 

 

(b) Blocks. 

 

(1) Length. Blocks shall not be less than 400 feet or more than 1,200 feet 

in length, except as the Planning Commission considers necessary to 

secure efficient use of land or desired features of street pattern. In blocks 

over 800 feet in length, the Planning Commission may require one or 
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more public cross walks of not less than ten feet in width to extend 

entirely across the block and at locations deemed necessary. 

 

(2) Width. Blocks shall be wide enough to allow two tiers of lots of 

minimum depth, except where fronting on major streets or prevented by 

topographical conditions or size of the property, in which case the 

Planning Commission will approve a single tier of lots of minimum depth. 

 

(c) Lots. 

 

(1) Arrangement. Insofar as practical, side lot lines shall be at right angles 

to straight street lines or radial to curved street lines. Each lot shall have 

frontage on a public street.  

 

(2) Minimum size. The size, shape and orientation of lots shall be such as 

the Planning Commission deems appropriate for the type of development 

and use contemplated. Remnant lots, that is, parcels of land that would not 

comply with the minimum lot area or width following subdividing shall be 

prohibited. Such remnant parcels shall be added to adjacent lots rather 

than be platted as unusable parcels.  

 

a. The size and widths of lots shall in no case be less than the minimum 

requirements of the zoning ordinance. No lot shall have a width 

greater than six (6) times the lot depth at the building setback line 

without specific approval by the Planning Commission.  

 

b. Size of properties reserved or laid out for commercial or industrial 

properties shall be adequate to provide for the off-street service and 

parking facilities required by the type of use and development 

contemplated. Platting of individual lots should be avoided in favor of 

an overall design of the land to be used for such purposes. 

 

(3) Minimum depth. The minimum depth of building setback lines from 

the right-of-way shall not be less than 30 feet and in the case of corner lots 

15 feet from the side street right-of-way unless a lower standard is allowed 

by an existing zoning ordinance. 

 

(4) Corner lot dimension. Corner lots shall be sufficiently wider and larger 

to permit the additional side yard requirements of the zoning ordinance or 

building setback lines outlined above. 

 

(5) Lots on a curved street or cul-de-sac. All such lots shall comply with 

the minimum lot frontage at the building setback line. No lot shall have a 

lot width less than 35 feet at the street right-of-way. 
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(6) Lots in more than one municipality. No new lot created subsequent to 

the effective date of this chapter shall be divided by a city boundary line. 

(7) Double frontage lots. No lot, other than a corner lot, shall have 

frontage on more than one (1) street unless a reserve strip that would 

prohibit vehicle access is created. 

 

(d) Public use and service areas. Due consideration shall be given to the 

allocation of areas suitably located and of adequate size for playgrounds and parks 

for local or neighborhood use as well as public service areas. Plats indicating 

dedication of park and playground areas to the City shall be approved 

conditionally subject to the written acceptance of the land by Mayor and Council. 

 

(1) Public open spaces. Where a school, neighborhood park or recreation 

area or public access to water frontage, shown on an official map or in a 

plan made and adopted by the Planning Commission, is located in whole 

or in part in the applicant's subdivision, the Planning Commission may 

require the dedication or reservation of such open space within the 

subdivision up to a total of ten percent of the gross area or water frontage 

of the lot, for park, school or recreation purposes. 

 

(2) Easements for utilities. Except where alleys are permitted for the 

purpose, the Planning Commission may require easements, not less than 

10 feet in width, for wires, conduits, storm and sanitary sewers, gas, water 

and heat mains or other utility lines, along all rear lot lines, along side lot 

lines if necessary, or if, in the opinion of the Planning Commission, 

advisable. Easements of the same or greater width may be required along 

the lines of or across lots, where necessary for the extension of existing or 

planned utilities. Easements greater than 10 feet in width may be required 

where additional utilities, utilities larger in size or utilities greater than five 

feet in depth below grade are proposed in the easement. 

 

(3) Community assets. In all subdivisions, due regard shall be shown for 

all natural features such as large trees, watercourses, historical resources 

and similar community assets which, if preserved, will add attractiveness 

and value to the property. 

 

(e) Suitability of the land. 

 

(1) The Planning Commission shall not approve the subdivision of land if, 

from adequate investigations conducted by all public agencies concerned, 

it has been determined that in the best interest of the public the site is not 

suitable for platting and development purposes of the kind proposed. 

 

(2) Land subject to flooding and land deemed to be topographically 

unsuitable shall not be platted for residential occupancy, or for any other 

uses as may increase danger to health, life or property or aggravate erosion 
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or flood hazard. Such land within the plat shall be set aside for those uses 

as shall not be endangered by periodic or occasional inundation or shall 

not produce unsatisfactory living conditions. 

 

(f) Large tracts or parcels. When land is subdivided into larger parcels than 

ordinary building lots, those parcels shall be arranged so as to allow for the 

opening of future streets and logical further resubdivision. 

 

(g) Group housing developments. A comprehensive group housing development, 

including single-family attached developments and the large-scale construction of 

housing units together with necessary drives and ways of access, may be 

approved by the Planning Commission although the design of the project does not 

include standard street, lot and subdivision arrangements, if departure from the 

foregoing standards can be made without destroying their intent. 

 

(h) Variances. Where the subdivider can show that a provision of these standards 

would cause unnecessary hardship if strictly adhered to, and where, because of 

topographical or other conditions peculiar to the site, in the opinion of the 

Planning Commission, a departure may be made without destroying the intent of 

these provisions, the Planning Commission may authorize a variance. Any 

variance thus authorized is to be stated in writing in the minutes of the Planning 

Commission with the reasoning on which the departure was justified set forth. 

 

(i) Zoning or other regulations. 

 

(1) No final plat of land within the force and effect of an existing zoning 

ordinance will be approved unless it conforms to that ordinance. 

 

(2) Whenever there is a discrepancy between minimum standards or 

dimensions noted herein and those contained in zoning regulations, the 

building code or other official regulations, the highest standard shall 

apply. 

 

Sec. 90-1-4. - Development prerequisite to final approval. 

(a) Required improvements. Every subdivision developer shall be required to 

grade and improve streets and alleys, install curbs and sidewalks, monuments, 

sewers, stormwater inlets and water mains in accordance with specifications 

established by the City. 

 

(1) Monuments. 

 

a. Concrete monuments four inches in diameter or square, three 

feet long, with a flat top, shall be set at all street corners, at all 

points where the street lines intersect the exterior boundaries of the 

subdivision, and at angle points and points of curve in each street. 
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The top of the monument shall have an indented cross to identify 

properly the location and shall be set flush with the finished grade. 

 

b. All other lot corners shall be marked with iron pipe not less than 

three-fourths inch in diameter and 24 inches long and driven so as 

to be flush with the finished grade. 

 

(2) Grading. All streets, roads and alleys shall be graded to their full width 

by the subdivider so that pavements and sidewalks can be constructed on 

the same level plane. Due to special topographical conditions, deviation to 

the above will be allowed only with special approval of Planning 

Commission. 

 

a. Preparation. Before grading is started, the entire right-of-way 

area shall be first cleared of all stumps, roots, brush and other 

objectionable materials and all trees not intended for preservation. 

 

b. Cuts. All tree stumps, boulders and other obstructions shall be 

removed to a depth of two feet below the subgrade. Rock, when 

encountered, shall be scarified to a depth of 12 inches below the 

subgrade. 

 

c. Fill. All suitable material from roadway cuts may be used in the 

construction of fills, approaches, or at other places as needed. 

Excess materials, including organic materials, soft clays, etc., shall 

be removed from the development site. The fill shall be spread in 

layers not to exceed 12 inches loose and compacted by a sheep's 

foot roller. The filling of utility trenches and other places not 

accessible to a roller shall be mechanically tamped, but where 

water is used to assist compaction the water content shall not 

exceed the optimum of moisture. 

 

(3) Storm drainage. An adequate drainage system, including necessary 

open ditches, pipes, culverts, intersectional drains, drop inlets, bridges, 

etc., shall be provided for the proper drainage of all surface water. Cross 

drains shall be provided to accommodate all natural water flow, and shall 

be of sufficient length to permit full width roadway and the required 

slopes. The size openings to be provided shall be determined by Talbot's 

formula, but in no case shall the pipe be less than 12 inches. Cross drains 

shall be built on straight lines and grade, and shall be laid on a firm base 

but not on rock. Pipes shall be laid with the spigot end pointing in the 

direction of the flow and with the ends fitted and matched to provide tight 

joints and a smooth uniform invert. They shall be placed at a sufficient 

depth below the roadbed to avoid dangerous pressure of impact, and in no 

case shall the top of the pipe be less than one foot below the roadbed. In 
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all cases, drainage improvement plans and the improvements themselves 

shall be approved by the City Engineer. 

 

Drainage system design shall be in accordance with the Georgia 

Stormwater Management Manual published by ARC, latest update, unless 

approved otherwise. Drainage systems shall also comply with all other 

applicable City Ordinances and regulations, including the Floodplain 

Management Ordinance, Post Development Stormwater Management 

regulations and the Erosion and Sediment Control Ordinance. Drainage 

construction shall comply with the Georgia Department of Transportation 

standard specifications unless approved otherwise. Storm drain pipe 

material within City street right-of-ways shall be reinforced concrete pipe 

in accordance with Georgia Department of Transportation specifications. 

 

(4) Roadway surfacing. After preparation of the subgrade, the roadbed 

shall be surfaced with material required by local standards, but of no lower 

classification than crushed rock, stone or gravel. The size of the crushed 

rock or stone shall be that generally known as crushed rock stone from 2½ 

inches down including dust. Spreading of the stone shall be done 

uniformly over the area to be covered by means of appropriate spreading 

devices and shall not be dumped in piles. After spreading, the stone shall 

be rolled until thoroughly compacted. The compacted thickness of the 

stone roadway shall be no less than six inches. 

 

Following application of a crushed stone base having a minimum 

thickness of six (6) inches, contractor shall provide surface paving of local 

and minor residential streets consisting of two (2) inches of 19 mm 

Superpave asphalt. Upon issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy for 90 

percent of the dwellings served by the street have been built, or prior to 

the end of the one-year maintenance period (but after the 11th month), 

whichever occurs first, contractor shall provide a final wearing course of 

one and one-half (1-1/2) inch of 12.5 mm Superpave asphalt paving. All 

paving materials shall meet the requirements of the Georgia Department of 

Transportation standard specifications. 

 

(5) Minimum pavement widths. Due to the diversity of development in the 

city, required pavement widths will necessarily vary with the character of 

building development and the amount of traffic encountered. Minimum 

pavement widths between curbs shall be as follows: 

 

a. For minor residential streets, 30 feet. Most minor streets in 

residential developments. 

 

b. For collector streets, 36 feet. Including minor streets which in 

the opinion of the Planning Commission will involve sufficient 

traffic and/or parking to justify the width. 
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c. For arterial streets and highways, as may be required. 

 

(6) Curbs and gutters. Except on rural streets, the subdivider shall provide 

permanent six-inch concrete curbs with 24-inch integral concrete gutters 

or standard rolled curb and gutters. 

 

(7) Sidewalks. 

 

a. For the safety of pedestrians and of children at play, installation 

by the developer of sidewalks on both sides of streets will 

normally be required. The commission may waive the 

requirements of sidewalks along streets where a park, railroad or 

other use on one side of a street makes a sidewalk nonessential. 

 

b. Sidewalks shall be located not less than one foot from the 

property line to prevent interference or encroachment by fencing, 

walls, hedges or other planting or structures placed on the property 

line at a later date. In single-family residential areas and 

multifamily or group housing developments, concrete sidewalks 

shall be five feet wide and four inches thick.  Sidewalks in 

commercial areas shall be five feet wide and ten feet wide as 

dictated by adjoining sidewalk widths. 

 

(8) Installation of utilities. After grading is completed and approved and 

before any base is applied, all of the work for underground utilities 

including water mains, gas mains, electrical lines, etc., and all service 

connections shall be installed completely and approved throughout the 

length of the road and across the flat section. All driveways for houses to 

be built by the developer shall be cut and drained. 

 

(9) Water supply system. 

 

a. Water mains properly connected with the city water supply 

system shall be constructed in such a manner as to adequately 

serve all lots shown on the subdivision plat for both domestic use 

and fire protection. Water mains shall be located on public 

property and not private property. 

 

b. The sizes of water mains, the location and types of valves and 

hydrants, the amount of soil cover over the pipes and other features 

of the installation shall be approved by the City Engineer and Fire 

Chief. 
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(10) Sanitary sewers. Sanitary sewers shall be installed in such a manner 

as to serve adequately all lots with connection to the public system, 

according to plans approved by the City Engineer. 

(b) Recommended improvements. The planting of street trees and installation of 

street name signs is considered a duty of the subdivider as well as good business 

practice. 

 

(1) Street trees. 

 

a. Street trees are a protection against excessive heat and glare and 

enhance the attractiveness and value of abutting property. The 

Planning Commission will assist the subdivider in location of trees 

and species to use under varying conditions. 

 

b. It is recommended that trees be planted inside the property lines 

where they are less subject to injury, decrease the chance of motor 

accidents and enjoy more favorable conditions for growth. If trees 

are to be planted within a planting strip in the right-of-way, their 

proposed locations and species to be used must be submitted for 

the Planning Commission's approval since the public inherits the 

care and maintenance of such trees. 

 

(c) Guarantees in lieu of completed improvements. No final subdivision plat shall 

be approved by the Planning Commission or accepted for record by the clerk of 

the superior court until the improvements listed shall be constructed in 

satisfactory manner and approved by the City Engineer, or in lieu of such prior 

construction, the Planning Commission may accept a security bond in an amount 

equal to the estimated cost of installation of the required improvements, whereby 

improvements may be made and utilities installed without cost to the City in the 

event of default by the subdivider. 

 

Sec. 90-1-5. - Enforcement and penalties for violations. 

(a) Any person, firm or corporation violating any of the provisions of these 

regulations shall be deemed guilty of an offense and, upon conviction thereof, 

shall be punished as provided in the city Charter. Each day's continuance of a 

violation shall be considered a separate offense. The owner of any lands or parts 

thereof, where anything in violation of these regulations shall be placed or shall 

exist, or any builder, contractor or agent of the owner who may have assisted in 

the commission of any violation, shall be guilty of a separate offense. 

 

(b) In any violation in which any land is or is proposed to be used in violation of 

these regulations or amendment thereto adopted by the mayor and council, the 

legal counsel of the city or any owner of real estate therein may, in addition to 

other remedies provided by law, institute injunction, abatement or any appropriate 

action or actions, proceeding or proceedings to prevent, enjoin or abate such 

unlawful use. 
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Sec. 90-1-6. - Adoption and effective date. 

(a) Before adoption of these subdivision regulations or any amendment thereof, a 

public hearing thereon shall be held by the mayor and council; 15 days notice of 

the time and place of which shall be given by one publication in a newspaper of 

general circulation in the city. 

 

(b) These rules and regulations shall be in full force and effect from and after their 

adoption and effective date.” 

 

Section 2.  

 

 a. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that all 

sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are or were, upon 

their enactment, believed by the Mayor and Council to be fully valid, enforceable and 

constitutional. 

 

 b. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that, to 

the greatest extent allowed by law, each and every section, paragraph, sentence, clause or 

phrase of this Ordinance is severable from every other section, paragraph, sentence, 

clause or phrase of this Ordinance.  It is hereby further declared to be the intention of the 

Mayor and Council that, to the greatest extent allowed by law, no section, paragraph, 

sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is mutually dependent upon any other 

section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance.  

 

 c. In the event that any phrase, clause, sentence, or section of this Ordinance 

shall, for any reason whatsoever, be declared invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise 

unenforceable by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, it is 

the express intent of the Mayor and Council that such invalidity, unconstitutionality, or 

unenforceability shall, to the greatest extent allowed by law, not render invalid, 

unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable any of the remaining phrases, clauses, 

sentences, paragraphs or sections of the Ordinance and that, to the greatest extent allowed 

by law, all remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs, and sections of the 

Ordinance shall remain valid, constitutional, enforceable, and of full force and effect. 

 

Section 3. 

 

 All Ordinances and parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby expressly 

repealed. 

 

Section 4. 

 

 This Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption by the Mayor and 

Council. 
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Section 5. 

 

 The Ordinance shall be codified in a manner consistent with the laws of the State 

of Georgia and the City of Hapeville.  

 

Section 6. 

 

 It is the intention of the governing body, and it is hereby ordained that the 

provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made part of the Code of Ordinances, 

City of Hapeville, Georgia and the sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered to 

accomplish such intention.  

 

  Public Hearing: August 19, 2014   

 

             First Reading: August 19, 2014    

 

Adoption:        

 

This Ordinance having been properly considered and adopted by the City Council of the 

City of Hapeville, Georgia, the same is hereby APPROVED this   day of  ,  2014. 

 

CITY OF HAPEVILLE, GEORGIA    ATTEST: 

  

 

             

Alan Hallman, Mayor     Jennifer Elkins, City Clerk 

 

       APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

            

       Paul R. Koster, City Attorney 
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STATE OF GEORGIA 

CITY OF HAPEVILLE  

 

ORDINANCE 2014-10 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY 

OF HAPEVILLE, GEORGIA BY AMENDING CODE SECTIONS 93-1-2(c), 

93-2-5(1), 81-1-2(c), AND 81-1-7(h)4.h PERTAINING TO ACCESSORY 

STRUCTURES; TO PROVIDE FOR REPEAL OF CONFLICTING 

ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE FOR ADOPTION AND EFFECTIVE DATE; 

TO PROVIDE FOR CODIFICATION; AND TO PROVIDE FOR OTHER 

LAWFUL PURPOSES.   

 

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held by the Mayor and Council of the City of 

Hapeville, Georgia; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hapeville find that this 

Ordinance is in the best interest of the citizens of Hapeville, Georgia;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the City 

of Hapeville that: 

 

Section 1. The Code of Ordinances of the City of Hapeville is hereby amended by adding 

the following definition to section 93-1-2(c): 
 
“Sec. 93-1-2. – Definitions.  

 

. . .  

 

(c) Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall 

have the meanings ascribed to them in this subsection, except where the context clearly 

indicates a different meaning: 

 

. . .  

 

Building, residential accessory. A building customarily incidental and subordinate in 

nature, extent or purpose to the principal dwelling on a lot and used for purposes 

customarily incidental to those of the principal dwelling.” 

 

Section 2. The Code of Ordinances of the City of Hapeville is hereby amended by 

amending section 93-2-5(1) to read as follows: 
 

“Sec. 93-2-5. - Accessory uses, accessory buildings, yard requirements of accessory 

buildings, outbuildings and fences. 

(1) An accessory building or structure is an uninhabited building detached from the 

principal dwelling on a lot of record, the use of which is incidental and subordinate to the 
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primary use of the property. Accessory buildings shall comply with the following 

standards and all other applicable regulations of this Zoning Ordinance and the 

Architectural Design Standards. Where a conflict exists, the standards of this Section 

shall control. 

Accessory uses and structures on a residential lot shall comply with the following 

standards and all other applicable regulations of this zoning ordinance:  

 (a)The accessory use or structure shall be subordinate in area, extent and purpose to the 

primary use or structure served. No accessory structure shall have a ground floor area 

greater than that of the principal dwelling. The floor area of an accessory structure shall 

include all floor area, that is, each floor of a one and one-half or two story accessory 

building shall be counted toward the maximum floor area. When more than one accessory 

building is erected, the “Maximum Accessory Building Size” controls the sum of the 

floor areas of those buildings. 

(b)The accessory use or structure shall contribute to the comfort, convenience or 

necessity of the occupants of the principal use or structure served.  

(c)The accessory use or structure shall not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of 

surrounding properties. 

(d) No accessory building shall be erected or placed on a lot that does not contain a 

principal dwelling. Building permits may be issued for the principal dwelling and an 

accessory structure; however, a Certificate of Occupancy must be issued for the principal 

dwelling prior to issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy for an accessory structure. 

Special requirements for accessory buildings are as follows:  

(a)In residentially zoned areas, no space in an accessory structure can be rented or leased 

unless the primary structure and accessory structure are rented or leased in their entirety 

to the same individual.  

 

(b) A building permit shall be required for the construction, erection or set-up of any 

accessory building in excess of 144 square feet. A separate Certificate of Occupancy shall 

be required for the construction, erection or set up of any accessory building in excess of 

200 square feet. Accessory structures less than 200 square feet, without HVAC, shall be 

exempt from obtaining a separate Certificate of Occupancy, but shall not be exempt from 

all necessary inspections during the construction process.  

(c) Accessory building or outbuilding shall be permitted at the owner’s option according 

to the schedule presented in Table A - Accessory Building Allowance based on Dwelling 

Unit Size or Table B - Accessory Building Allowance based on Lot Size. Section 93-

22.1-1 - Chart of dimensional requirements as concerns maximum unit per building lot 

for accessory buildings is hereby repealed.  

 (d) Outdoor cooking facilities, gazebos, arbors, pool equipment shelters, arbors, 

fireplaces, and waste receptacle enclosures shall be exempt in calculating the maximum 
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number of accessory structures on a lot. However, such structures shall be subject to the 

accessory building setback standards and shall not exceed 144 square feet in area. 

(e)Exterior materials, roof pitches, and other design elements must comply with the 

Hapeville Architectural Design Standards. 

(f)Except as herein provided, the minimum yard requirements of section 93-22.1-1  of 

this chapter also apply to accessory buildings. However, accessory buildings may be 

located in rear yards within five feet of a rear or side lot line. In addition to these yard 

requirements, the horizontal separation of accessory buildings from the dwelling on the 

same lot and the horizontal separation of accessory buildings from dwelling on adjacent 

lots shall comply with standards in Table C - Distance from Dwelling for Very Large 

Accessory Buildings. All distances shall be measured from outside wall to outside wall. 

 

(g) The number of accessory building may vary depending on the size of the lot.  

Table D - Maximum Number of Accessory Buildings establishes the schedule for number 

of accessory buildings allowed on a building lot. 

 

(h) Accessory buildings, including detached garages, shall be permitted in an R-0,R-AD, 

R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4, R-5, R-I, R-SF, V, U-V, RMU or C-R Zone, subject to the following 

limitations: 

Placement 

(a) Located on a lot with a principal dwelling. An accessory building shall be located 

on the same lot as the principal dwelling to which it is accessory. 

 

(b) Setback dependent on distance from dwelling. Accessory buildings shall be 

allowed in rear yards only, provided that garages may be allowed in front and side 

yards. An accessory building located within twenty (20) feet of the principal 

dwelling shall comply with the setback requirements of the principal dwelling to 

which it is accessory. Accessory buildings located more than twenty (20) feet 

from the principal dwelling may be placed five (5) feet from a side or rear lot line. 

Garages may be located in the front or side yard subject to the setback standards 

for the principal dwelling.  

 

(c) Setback on corner lot. Accessory buildings on a corner lot shall comply with the 

setback for the principal dwelling. No accessory building on a corner lot that 

adjoins a residentially used or zoned lot to the rear shall be located within 25 feet 

of the rear property line.  This 25-foot setback will not be required when the 

adjoining yard is a rear yard. 

 

(d) Distance from dwelling and other accessory buildings. All accessory buildings 

must be located a minimum of 10 feet from the principal dwelling and all other 

accessory buildings on the lot or on neighboring lots. This distance shall be 

measured from outside wall to outside wall. 
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(e) Ordinance setbacks otherwise remain in effect. Except as herein provided, the 

minimum setback requirements of section 93-22.1-1  of this chapter also apply to 

accessory buildings. 

 

(f) Non-complying accessory buildings. Notwithstanding standards of this ordinance 

to the contrary, nothing shall prohibit the re-construction of accessory buildings 

that are legal, nonconforming structures that have been in existence for a 

minimum of 20 years along that established building line. That building line shall 

be the minimum setback for re-building of the accessory building on the lot. All 

other standards of the ordinance shall remain in effect.  

 

Height 

(a) Scale of accessory buildings. The height of an accessory building shall not exceed 

25 feet or the height of the principal dwelling measured from the average adjacent 

grade to the peak or ridgeline of the roof, whichever is less. 

 

Architectural Style and Exterior Finish 

(a) Compatibility with principal dwelling. Accessory buildings shall be 

architecturally compatible with the principal dwelling on the lot. The exterior 

finish of all accessory buildings shall be identical to the exterior finish of the 

principal dwelling on the lot. In the case of brick dwellings, the exterior finish of 

the accessory building may be similar to the trim work or other siding materials of 

the dwelling. Exterior materials, roof pitches and other design elements shall 

comply with the Architectural Design Standards. 

 

(b) Roof design. Flat or shed roofs shall be prohibited on accessory buildings. 

Accessory buildings shall have a gable or hip roof design. 

 

Utility Services 

(a) Water supply or discharge prohibited. No accessory building shall have any 

plumbing of any kind, including, but not limited to, running water or drainage into 

any sewer or septic system. Electrical service is permitted provided the accessory 

building is served by the same electrical meter that serves the principal dwelling. 

No separate metering shall be allowed. 

 

Use 

(a) Residential occupancy of any kind prohibited. No accessory building shall be used 

for human habitation, including, but not limited to, overnight accommodations for 

any person. Accessory buildings may be used as home offices, recreation rooms 

or non-commercial storage. No accessory building shall be used for the operation 

of any business, except as permitted under section 93-1-2—Home occupation that 

allows home offices. No commercial or industrial use shall be permitted in a 

residential accessory building. 
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(b) Evidence of separate dwelling unit. The presence of such facilities or equipment 

as utility services, utility meters, mailboxes or kitchen equipment such as a sink, 

stove, oven or cabinets in an accessory building or a portion of a principal 

dwelling shall be considered prima facie evidence that such accessory building or 

such portion of a principal dwelling is a separate and distinct dwelling unit and is 

subject to the regulations of the zoning district in which it is located. 

 

(c) Temporary Buildings. Temporary buildings may only be used in conjunction with 

permitted construction work in any zoning district and shall be removed 

immediately upon the completion of construction.  

 

Permitting Schedule 

(a) Construction or occupancy of an accessory building to follow principal dwelling. 

No permit for an accessory building shall be issued until a permit for construction 

of the principal dwelling has been issued and construction of such dwelling 

commenced. No Certificate of Occupancy for an accessory building shall be 

issued prior to issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy for the principal dwelling. 

 

Construction Standards 

(a) Building anchoring. Any accessory building having a floor area greater than 144 

square feet shall be secured to the ground with a full perimeter foundation to 

prevent the structure from being moved or damaged by high winds. 

 

(b) Life safety codes apply. Accessory buildings must comply with adopted fire safety 

and building code regulations. 

 

(c) Standards for “attached” accessory building. When an accessory building is 

attached to the principal dwelling by a breezeway, passageway or similar means, 

the accessory building shall comply with the setback requirements of the principal 

dwelling to which it is accessory. In order to qualify as an attached garage or 

accessory building, therefore eliminating the need for compliance with these 

accessory building standards, the attached accessory building must share a 

common wall with the principal dwelling that is a minimum of 80 percent of the 

wall length of the accessory building or 20 feet, whichever is greater. Such 

common wall must be an integral part of the principal dwelling. An attached 

garage or accessory building shall comply in all respects with the standards 

applicable to the principal dwelling. 

 

(d) Second story access. Where applicable, access to the second story of an accessory 

building must be located within the interior of the ground floor space. 

 

(e) Prohibited accessory and temporary buildings or structures. Manufactured 

homes, mobile homes, shipping containers, freight trailers, box cars, trailers or 

any other structure or vehicle that was not originally fabricated for use as an 

accessory building shall be prohibited.” 
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Table A - Accessory Building Allowance based on Dwelling Unit Size 

Dwelling Unit Ground Floor Area 
in Square Feet 

Accessory Building Size based on 40 Percent 
of Dwelling Unit Ground Floor Area 

800 320 

1,000 400 

1,200 480 

1,400 560 

1,600 640 

2,000 800 

2,400 960 

3,000 1,200 

3,600 1,440 

4,000 1,600 

Table B - Accessory Building Allowance based on Lot Size 

Lot Size in Square Feet 
Accessory Building Size based on Variable 

Percentage of Lot Size 

2,400 240 

4,000 360 

6,750 540 

7,000 560 

8,500 595 

10,000 650 

21,780 1,089 

32,670 1,307 
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43,560 1,525 

54,450 1,634 

 

Table C - Distance from Dwelling for Very Large Accessory Buildings 

Percent of Dwelling Unit Ground Floor Area Distance from Dwelling 

40 Percent 10 feet 

50 Percent 30 feet 

60 Percent 50 feet 

70 Percent 70 feet 

80 Percent 80 feet 

90 Percent 90 feet 

100 Percent 100 feet 

 

Table D - Maximum Number of Accessory Buildings 

Lot Size Maximum Number of Accessory Buildings 

Up to 1/2 –acre 1 

Up to 1-acre 2 

Over 1-acre 3 

 

Section 3. The Code of Ordinances of the City of Hapeville is hereby amended by 

amending the definition of “Outbuilding” contained in section 81-1-2(c) to read as follows: 

 

“Sec. 81-1-2. – Definitions. 

 

. . .  

 

(c) Definitions. . . . .  

 

. . .  
 

Outbuilding. A building subordinate in nature, extent or purpose to the principal building 

on a lot, and used for purposes customarily incidental to those of the principal building. 

Such buildings may be connected to the principal building by an enclosed breezeway, and 

may include garages, home occupations, storage buildings or work studios. 
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Section 4. The Code of Ordinances of the City of Hapeville is hereby amended by 

amending section 81-1-7(h)4.h to read as follows: 

 

“Sec. 81-1-7. Neighborhood conservation area. 

 

. . .  

 

(h) Detached one-family dwellings/two-family dwellings.  

 

. . .  

 

 4. Architectural style. 

 

. . .  

 

h. Outbuildings. In conventional development, outbuildings are often 

designed and located as an afterthought. Yet in traditional towns and 

cities, outbuildings serve to enrich the quality of design through their 

placement, design and use. In Hapeville, where outbuildings are provided 

on many residential lots, their design must be to the same high standards 

found in the community's neighborhoods. 

 

The following standards shall apply to construction of new outbuildings in 

residential districts. 

i. On lots with one street frontage, set outbuildings back at least fifteen 

(15) feet behind the front facade of the principal building. 

ii. On corner lots, outbuildings should be setback at least fifteen (15) feet 

behind the front facade of the principal building and with a setback greater 

than or equal to that of the facade along the side lot line. 

iii. Outbuilding may be linked to the principal building with covered 

walks, trellises or enclosed breezeway. 

iv. Outbuildings shall be of compatible material and architectural style to 

the principal building. 

v. Outbuildings shall have a minimum height of fourteen (14) feet and a 

maximum height of that of the principal building or twenty-five (25) feet, 

whichever is less. 

vi. Outbuildings shall be set a minimum of ten feet from any other 

outbuilding on adjoining lots.” 

 

Section 5.  

 

 a. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that all 

sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are or were, upon 

their enactment, believed by the Mayor and Council to be fully valid, enforceable and 

constitutional. 

 

DRAFT



 9 

 b. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that, to 

the greatest extent allowed by law, each and every section, paragraph, sentence, clause or 

phrase of this Ordinance is severable from every other section, paragraph, sentence, 

clause or phrase of this Ordinance.  It is hereby further declared to be the intention of the 

Mayor and Council that, to the greatest extent allowed by law, no section, paragraph, 

sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is mutually dependent upon any other 

section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance.  

 

 c. In the event that any phrase, clause, sentence, or section of this Ordinance 

shall, for any reason whatsoever, be declared invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise 

unenforceable by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, it is 

the express intent of the Mayor and Council that such invalidity, unconstitutionality, or 

unenforceability shall, to the greatest extent allowed by law, not render invalid, 

unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable any of the remaining phrases, clauses, 

sentences, paragraphs or sections of the Ordinance and that, to the greatest extent allowed 

by law, all remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs, and sections of the 

Ordinance shall remain valid, constitutional, enforceable, and of full force and effect. 

 

Section 6. 

 

 All Ordinances and parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby expressly 

repealed. 

 

Section 7. 

 

 This Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption by the Mayor and 

Council. 

 

Section 8. 

 

 The Ordinance shall be codified in a manner consistent with the laws of the State 

of Georgia and the City of Hapeville.  

 

Section 9. 

 

 It is the intention of the governing body, and it is hereby ordained that the 

provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made part of the Code of Ordinances, 

City of Hapeville, Georgia and the sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered to 

accomplish such intention.  

 

  Public Hearing: August 19, 2014   

 

             First Reading: August 19, 2014    

 

Adoption:        
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This Ordinance having been properly considered and adopted by the City Council of the 

City of Hapeville, Georgia, the same is hereby APPROVED this   day of   , 2014. 

 

CITY OF HAPEVILLE, GEORGIA    ATTEST: 

  

 

             

Alan Hallman, Mayor     Jennifer Elkins, City Clerk 

 

       APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

            

       Paul R. Koster, City Attorney 
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STATE OF GEORGIA 

CITY OF HAPEVILLE  

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2014-12 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 

HAPEVILLE, GEORGIA BY AMENDING ARTICLE 3.3  OF CHAPTER 93 (ZONING); TO 

PROVIDE SEVERABILITY; TO PROVIDE FOR REPEAL OF CONFLICTING 

ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE FOR ADOPTION AND EFFECTIVE DATE; TO PROVIDE 

FOR CODIFICATION; AND TO PROVIDE FOR OTHER LAWFUL PURPOSES.   

 

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held by the Mayor and Council of the City of Hapeville, 

Georgia;  

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hapeville find that this Ordinance is in the 

best interest of the citizens of Hapeville, Georgia; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Hapeville, 

Georgia that: 

 

Section 1. 

The Code of Ordinances of the City of Hapeville is hereby amended by amending “DIVISION 1 

– Signs” of “Article 3.3 – Signs and Murals” of “Chapter 93 – ZONING” to read as follows:    

 

“Article 3.3 – Signs and Murals.  

 

…  

 

DIVISION 1 – Signs 

 

Sec. 93-3.3-1. Statement of purpose and intent. 

(a)This division seeks to create the legal framework necessary to ensure a comprehensive and 

balanced system of signs within the city. A comprehensive regulation is necessary to ensure that 

signs installed in Hapeville are compatible with the unique nature and character of the 

community. The purpose of this division is to preserve the right of free speech and expression, 

facilitate appropriate communication between people and their environment, promote the public 

health, safety and welfare, and avoid the visual clutter that is potentially harmful to traffic and 

pedestrian safety, property values, business opportunities, and community appearance.  

With these concepts in mind, sign regulations, including provisions to control the type, design, 

size, location and maintenance of signs, are hereby established to achieve the following 

purposes:  
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(1) To protect the health, safety, general welfare and property values of residents and property 

owners of the city. 

(2) To promote and implement the goals, objectives and policies adopted in the comprehensive 

plan. 

(3) To effectively balance public and private objectives by allowing adequate signs for the needs 

of business and developers. 

(4) To regulate the installation and placement of signs in order to provide safe operating 

conditions for pedestrians and motorists by eliminating unsafe, cluttered, distracting, or illegal 

signs.  

(5) To promote the use of signs that are aesthetically pleasing, of appropriate scale, integrated 

with surrounding buildings and landscape, and compatible with the character of the surrounding 

area.  

(6) To ensure the protection of free speech rights under the United States Constitution. 

 

(b) It is the intent of this division to: 

(1) Enable the public to locate and design sign facilities without difficulty or confusion. 

(2) Provide functional flexibility, encourage variety and relate signing to basic principles of good 

design. 

(3) Balance the rights of individuals to convey their message through signs and the right of the 

public to be protected against the unrestricted proliferation of signs.  

(4) Provide an enhanced visual environment for residents and visitors and protect existing view 

sheds in the community.  

(5) Promote economic development. 

(6) Ensure the fair and consistent enforcement of sign regulations. 

 

Sec. 93-3.3-2. Definitions. 

For the purposes of this Article, the following definitions shall have the meanings ascribed to 

them in this section, unless specifically stated otherwise:  

 

Aerial view sign. This includes, but is not limited to, any sign horizontally affixed to a roof or 

attached to a roof such that the sign is not readily viewable from the surrounding ground.  

 

Aggregate sign area. The total area of all signs on a lot. Entrance signs and subdivision signs 

shall not be considered in the calculation of aggregate sign area in the R-0, R-SF, R-1, R-2, R-3, 

R-4, R-AD, C-R and V Zones, or in the U-V Zone when a lot is developed for residential use. 
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Street numbers assigned by the United States Postal Service shall not be considered in 

calculating the aggregate sign area. See definition of "Sign area."  

 

Animated sign. A sign that features movement or a change of lighting to depict action or to 

create a special effect or scene. This includes signs that rotate or revolve to display a message.  

 

Awning sign. Any sign applied directly to or attached directly to an awning.  

 

Billboard sign. Any ground sign having an area of 300 square feet or greater. Billboards may 

display a traditional static image, a "multiple message sign" accomplished by a mechanical 

transition to a second or third image or a "large screen video display" utilizing full motion video 

technology and commonly referred to as digital or LED billboards. 

  

Changeable copy sign. Any sign that incorporates changing lettering or images to form a 

message or messages, whether such changes are accomplished electronically or manually.  

 

Commercial sign. A sign that identifies, advertises, directs attention to a business, or is intended 

to induce the purchase of goods, property, or a service, including without limitation, any sign 

naming a brand of goods or service and real estate signs, provided this shall not be construed to 

include signs of a governmental agency.  

 

Decision date. The date upon which the City Planner makes a final decision on the approval or 

denial of a building permit application.  

 

Directional sign. An on-site sign designed and erected solely for directing motorists and 

pedestrians within a development.  

 

Entrance sign. Any ground sign placed at the intersection of a public street and a private 

entryway into a neighborhood or subdivision, apartment community, condominium complex, 

office park, industrial park or other building with multiple dwelling units or commercial units.  

 

Erect. To build, paint, construct, attach, hang, place, suspend, or affix.  

 

Externally illuminated signs. Any sign illuminated by an external light source directed primarily 

toward such sign.  

 

Feather flag sign. A temporary banner sign installed on a single post and manufactured of 
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lightweight material designed to move with the wind.  

 

Festoon. A decorative chain, strip or ornamentation hanging between two points.  

 

Flag sign. A piece of fabric or other flexible material attached to or designed to be flown from a 

flagpole.  

 

Flashing sign. Any sign the illumination of which changes in intensity, scrolls, flashes or 

changes message or appearance more often than once every 10 seconds. 

 

Ground sign. Any sign supported by uprights or braces permanently placed in the ground and not 

supported by or suspended from any building.  

 

Handheld signs. Any sign larger than six inches by six inches carried by a person including but 

not limited to picket signs, shields or sandwich boards.  

 

Incidental sign. A sign intended for informational purposes as opposed to commercial or 

advertising purposes. Incidental signs include parking signs, restroom signs, entrance and exit 

signs, hours of operation, and landmark signs; a map or directory of buildings within a 

development; and signs designating community amenities.  

 

Internally illuminated signs. Any sign which has characters, letters, figures, designs or outlines 

illuminated by electric lights, LEDs or luminous tubes located within the interior of the sign.  

Median. A paved or planted strip dividing any public or private right-of-way, road or highway 

into lanes parallel to the direction of travel.  

 

Mural. A mural is any piece of artwork painted or applied directly on a wall, ceiling or other 

large permanent surface.  

 

Murals, historic. Original works of visual art or signs produced by hand that were tiled, painted 

directly on or affixed directly to a wall or building prior to the date of adoption of this 

Ordinance. Murals that re-create an historic image bearing a relationship to an historic Hapeville 

theme established after the date of adoption of this Ordinance are also considered historic 

murals. 

 

Murals, limited message. Murals that are painted on or applied to and made integral with a 
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building wall or free-standing wall that contain a graphic or written message that does not exceed 

more than 50 percent of the width of the wall on which the mural is proposed or 10 percent of the 

total area of the mural. 

 

Murals, original art. Original works of visual art produced by hand that are tiled, painted directly 

on, or affixed directly to a wall or building. Original Art Murals may be mechanically produced 

or computer generated prints or images.  Original Art Murals may not contain text, graphics or 

symbols that advertise or promote a business, product or service; or promote a political candidate 

or party. 

 

Noncombustible material. Any material that will not ignite at or below a temperature of 1,200 

degrees Fahrenheit and will not continue to burn or glow at that temperature.  

 

Nonconforming sign. Any sign that does not conform to the provisions of this Article at the date 

of adoption.  

 

Person. Any person, entity, firm, partnership, association, corporation, company or organization 

of any kind.  

 

Primary facade. The exterior wall of the building most nearly parallel to widest street on which 

the building fronts.  

 

Projecting sign. Any sign which is perpendicular to a building or other structure and extends 

more than 12 inches horizontally from the plane of the building wall.  

 

Road frontage. The distance measured in linear feet of a lot that abuts any public street.  

 

Roofline. The highest continuous horizontal line of a roof. On a sloping roof, the roofline is the 

principal ridgeline, or the highest line common to one or more principal slopes of roof. On a flat 

roof, the roofline is the highest continuous line of the roof or parapet, whichever is the higher.  

 

Roof sign. Any sign attached to a building or structure and displayed above the lowest horizontal 

line of the building roof.  

 

Sandwich board sign. A movable A-frame sign not secured or attached to the ground or surface 

on which it is located.  
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Secondary facade. Any exterior wall of a building that is most nearly parallel to an adjoining 

street that is not the primary facade. A secondary facade may also be to the rear of the primary 

facade and may adjoin a parking lot rather than a street. The end elevation of a building shall 

also be considered a secondary facade. 

 

Sign. Every device, item, product, frame, letter, figure, character, mark, plane, point, design, 

picture, stroke, stripe, trademark, or reading matter used or intended to be used to attract the 

attention of or convey information to the general public. For purposes of determining number of 

signs, a single display surface or a single display device containing elements organized, related 

and composed to form a unit shall be considered a single sign. Where information is displayed in 

a random manner without an organized relationship to other elements, or where there is 

reasonable doubt as to the relationship of elements, each element shall be considered a single 

sign.  

 

Sign area. The total area on which a message is displayed on any sign. For double-faced signs, 

the side with the largest sign area shall be used in computing sign area. The sign area of a 

double-faced sign having unequal faces shall be the area of the larger face. The sign area of wall 

signs shall be the net geometric area measured by the smallest possible rectangle or combination 

of rectangles enclosing the display surface of the sign, including the outer extremities of all 

letters, characters and delineations.  Double-faced signs having an interior angle formed by the 

faces greater than 45 degrees shall be considered individual sign faces and the area of each face 

shall be used in computing sign area.  Window sign area shall be measured in the same manner 

as wall signs. 

 

Sign district. A portion of the city believed to share a common character and identified on the 

City of Hapeville “Sign District Map,” Figure 1.1. Sign districts or character areas establish sign 

standards for properties located in these districts.  

 

Sign structure. All members of a sign (including braces, posts and supports) except the sign face 

itself.  

 

Stake sign. Any temporary sign supported by uprights placed in the ground and not supported by 

or suspended from any building with a maximum sign area of three (3) square feet. 

 

Storefront. The primary facade of a commercial building or a single, undivided tenant space that 

may be located in a multi-tenant commercial building.  
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Structural change or repair. Any reinforcement, replacement, bolstering, augmenting or 

substitution of a support element of a sign structure, including but not limited to alteration or 

replacement of the foundation, support structures, columns or beams, sign frame or sign head for 

any purpose other than to render the sign structure safe.  

 

Structural trim. The molding, battens, cappings, nailing strips, latticing, and platforms which are 

attached to a sign structure, but which do not contribute to the conveying of a message.  

Subdivision sign. Any sign placed at the intersection of two public roads, or at the intersection of 

a public and private road, where one of the roads is the main thoroughfare accessing a 

commercial or residential subdivision.  

 

Submission date. The date stamped on a sign application indicating the date the application was 

actually received in the Community Services Department.  

 

Temporary sign. Any sign or device which is not permanently attached to the ground or other 

permanent structure, which is designed to be mobile or is designed to remain in place for a 

limited time. This includes, but is not limited to, signs designed to be transported regularly from 

one location to another, signs designed with wheels, regardless of whether the wheels remain 

attached to the sign, or signs tethered to an existing structure. Banners are considered temporary 

signs. 

 

Wall sign. Any sign which is attached parallel to or painted on an exterior building wall.  

 

Weekend sign. Signs using words, symbols, arrows or otherwise directing attention to a short-

term event.  

 

Window sign. Any sign displayed to an outside observer on or through a window or covering a 

window clearly visible from the right-of-way.  Merchandise display signs that are generally 

intended to direct and market to customers in the store and are incidentally visible from the right-

of-way shall not be used in calculating window sign area and shall be independent of aggregate 

sign area calculations. Such signs encompass packaging messages. Any sign that conveys a 

message at a scale as to font size or graphics or the use of such components as neon or LED 

lighting clearly intended to advertise to pedestrians or motorists in the right-of-way, despite the 

location in a store, shall be considered window signs. Window sign shall include signs posted on 

a glass door. 

 

Zoning district. The classification of parcels of land as defined under the City of Hapeville 
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Zoning Ordinance.  

 

 

Sec. 93-3.3-2-01 

 

Figure 1.1 Sign District Map  

 

 

Sec. 93-3.3-3. Permit Required.   

It shall be unlawful for any person to place, erect, repair, alter, relocate, or maintain any sign as 

defined in this division, except those signs exempt from this division  under section 93-3.3-13, 

without first obtaining a permit from the City Planner in the manner set forth in this chapter or 

otherwise complying with the terms herein.  
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Sec. 93-3.3-4. Permit Application. 

The City shall process all sign permit applications within 45 calendar days of actual receipt of a 

complete and accurate application and upon remittance of the appropriate sign permit fee. The 

City Planner shall give notice to the applicant of his or her decision by hand delivery or by 

mailing such notice, by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the address on the permit 

application on or before the 45th day. Failure of the City to act within the 45-day period shall be 

deemed approval of the permit. Notices mailed in conformity with this section shall be deemed 

to have been given upon the date of mailing.  

 

The City Planner shall reject any application that is incomplete or contains false material 

statements or omissions within 45 calendar days of receipt of the application. Applications 

subsequently submitted in conformity with this section shall be deemed to have been submitted 

on the date of resubmission rather than the original submission date.  

 

Should it be determined that a sign permit was issued pursuant to an application containing a 

false material statement or omission, the City Planner shall revoke the permit and the sign shall 

be immediately removed.  

 

Application for permits to install signs shall be made on forms provided by the Community 

Services Department and shall contain the following information:  

(1) Name, mailing address, email address, if any, and phone number of the applicant; 

(2) Address of building, structure or lot on which the sign is to be attached or placed; 

(3) Position of the sign in relation to nearby buildings or structures, property lines and other 

signs located on the lot;  

(4) Three sets of accurately scaled drawings of the plans, contents, specifications, and 

method of construction and attachment to the building or the ground for the sign as well 

as a scaled drawing of the site showing drives, structures and any other limiting site 

features;  

(5) Name of person, firm, corporation, or association installing the sign; 

(6) Written consent of the owner of the building or lot on which the sign is to be installed; 

(7) A written list describing all other signs located on the lot indicating the sign type, size, 

height and placement; and 

(8) Such other information as the City Planner shall require to demonstrate full compliance 

with this and all other ordinances of the City.  
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Sec. 93-3.3-5. Permit Expiration date.  

If work authorized under a permit has not been completed to the satisfaction of the Code 

Enforcement Officer using common industry standards within six (6) months after the date of 

issuance, the permit shall become null and void.  

 

 

Sec. 93-3.3-6. Permit Fees. 

Each application for a sign permit must be accompanied by a payment for the permit fee. The fee 

for sign permits shall be as established by Mayor and Council from time to time. A copy of the 

fee schedule is available electronically on the City website or as hard copy in the Community 

Services Department.  

 

 

Sec. 93-3.3-7. Identification labels.  

(a) Every sign placed, constructed, erected or maintained for which a permit is required by 

this division, shall be plainly marked with the permit number issued for the structure 

firmly affixed on the sign in such a manner that the permit number shall be readily 

accessible and durable.  

(b) Displaying a permit that has been tampered with, altered or mutilated, or displaying a 

sign without a permit, shall be a misdemeanor offense punishable in municipal court as 

set out in section 93-3.3-25. 

 

Sec. 93-3.3-8. Nonconforming signs. 

(a) The City finds that nonconforming signs may adversely affect the public health, safety and 

welfare. Such signs may adversely affect the aesthetic character of the city and may 

adversely affect public safety due to the visual impact and structural characteristics of such 

signs on motorists. Accordingly, the following registration requirements are found to be 

necessary to minimize these possible adverse effects through annual inspections essential to 

enabling the City to remain aware of the location and maintenance of nonconforming signs. 

The owner(s) or authorized agent(s) of each nonconforming sign located within the city shall 

register such nonconforming signs with the City Planner no later than six months after the 

effective date of this division and shall thereafter renew this registration, annually. Any 

nonconforming sign that does not comply with these registration requirements shall be 

deemed an illegal sign and shall be subject to the regulations applicable to illegal signs and 

all other enforcement provisions. The City Planner shall provide a form for registering 

nonconforming signs and shall annually inspect such signs to ensure continued conformity in 
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all other respects with all other provisions of this division and any other applicable City 

ordinances or regulations. The initial registration fee shall be $50.00. Each subsequent 

renewal fee shall be $25.00. These fees are intended to offset administrative costs associated 

with monitoring compliance with this division.  

 

(b) Signs which on the effective date of this division were approved and legally erected 

under previous sign regulations and which became nonconforming with respect to the 

requirements of this division may continue in existence subject to the following restrictions:  

(1) No change shall be made in the size of any nonconforming sign, nor shall any structural 

change be made to such a sign, unless the sign is brought into compliance with the provisions of 

this Chapter.  

(2) Any nonconforming sign declared to be unsafe by the Code Enforcement Officer shall be 

removed or rendered safe and brought into compliance with the provisions of this chapter.  

(3) No nonconforming sign damaged by fire or other causes to the extent of more than 50 

percent of its assessed value shall be repaired or rebuilt except in compliance with this chapter. 

Repair work shall take place within six (6) months of the incident that caused the damage.  

(4) Any sign erected on public property or in a public right-of-way in violation of this 

division may be removed by duly authorized employees of the City and the responsible party 

may be cited for such violation. 

 

(c) A nonconforming sign shall not be replaced by another nonconforming sign, except the 

substitution or interchange of poster panels or dismountable material on nonconforming signs 

shall be permitted, provided such materials do not constitute structural elements.  

(1) Minor repairs and maintenance of nonconforming signs shall be permitted. However, no 

structural repair or change in the size, shape or height of a nonconforming sign shall be permitted 

except to bring the sign into compliance with the requirements of this division.  

(2) Nonconforming signs which met all requirements of the City Code when erected may 

remain in place until one of the following conditions occurs:  

a. The deterioration of the sign or damage to the sign renders the sign a hazard; or 

b. The sign has been damaged to such extent that structural repairs are required to restore 

the sign. Structural repairs are any repair necessary to maintain the stability and structural 

integrity of the sign and are not merely aesthetic in nature.  

(3) No structural repair, change in shape, size, height or design of a nonconforming sign shall 

be permitted except to render the sign in compliance with all requirements of this division.  
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Sec. 93-3.3-9. Applicability.  

The provisions of this division shall apply to all signs erected within the corporate limits of the 

City of Hapeville.  

 

 

Sec. 93-3.3-10. Prohibited signs. 

The following signs are prohibited:  

(1) Signs that by color, shape, location or design resemble or conflict with traffic control 

signs or signals. 

(2) Signs attached to telephone, electrical power or light poles. 

(3) Roof signs. 

(4) Sandwich board signs located in any residential zoning district. 

(5) Vehicles used for the basic purpose of providing advertisement of products or directing 

people to a business activity located on the same or nearby property, or to any other 

premises.  

(6) Animated signs involving motion or sound. 

(7) Flashing, blinking, or varying light intensity signs, with the exception of changeable copy 

signs which are regulated under section 93-3.3-18  

(8) Streamers or searchlights. 

(9) Inflatable signs or festoons. 

(10) Feather Flag Signs. 

(11) Building, window and door lighting having an intensity greater than 0.3 foot-

candles measured as prescribed in a “Recommended Night-time Brightness Levels for 

On-Premise Electronic Message Centers (EMC’s)” document published by the 

International Sign Association, April 2011. 

 

Sec. 93-3.3-11. Signs requiring a special use permit. 

The following signs require a special use permit. These signs must be historic in nature and not 

include sound, flashing or blinking lights or lights of varying intensity.  

Rotating signs.  
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Sec. 93-3.3-12. Temporary signs.  

 

(a) Temporary signs shall be limited to a maximum of two (2) signs allowed twice per year 

for a period not to exceed 30 consecutive days.  

(b) Temporary signs shall not exceed 32 square feet. 

(c) Free standing temporary signs shall not exceed four feet in height.    

(d) Temporary signs shall not be placed in the public right-of-way.   

(e) All temporary signs shall be securely installed and shall meet all applicable safety 

standards as prescribed by the building code, electrical code and life safety code.  

(f) Prior to issuance of a permit for a temporary sign, as prescribed by Section 93-3.3-4, the 

applicant must demonstrate that the sign will not adversely affect public health, safety, 

welfare or aesthetics of the community.  

(g) The Code Enforcement Officer may give written notice to the owner of any temporary 

sign erected or maintained in violation of this division or any other City ordinances or 

laws and to the owner of the property or premises on which the sign is located. Such 

notice may require that the sign be removed within three (3) calendar days. The Code 

Enforcement Officer may cause removal of any such sign and impose the cost of removal 

as a lien on the property.  

(h) No fee shall be required for issuance of a permit for two (2) or fewer temporary signs in a 

single calendar year. 

(i) Weekend signs.  

1. Weekend signs shall be allowed from 5:00 p.m. Friday to 8:00 a.m. Monday 

without the necessity of obtaining a permit. 

2. A maximum of three weekend signs per dwelling unit or lot shall apply. 

3. Individual signs shall not exceed a maximum area of four (4) square feet. 

4. Such signs shall not be illuminated. 

5. Such signs shall be located within one (1) mile of the property to which they refer, 

as measured along existing streets. 

6. No such sign shall be located on any public right-of-way. 

7. Such signs shall only be placed on private property for which the property owner 

has given his or her written permission. 

 

Sec. 93-3.3-13. Exempt signs. 

The following signs are exempt from the regulations contained in this division:  

(1) Signs required by law. 
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(2) Wall signs not exceeding one (1) square foot. 

(3) Memorial sign or tablets, names of buildings, and dates of erection when cut into any 

masonry surface or when constructed of bronze or other incombustible materials.  

(4) Any sign not visible from a public right-of-way. 

(5) A sign carried by a person, as permitted by section 93-3.3-18  

(6) Temporary, non-illuminated signs, not exceeding 15 square feet or six feet in height, 

provided such signs are on a lot of fee-simple ownership for sale, lease, or under 

construction. Such signs shall not be located in any public right-of-way and are limited to 

one (1) sign per street frontage. Such signs shall be removed within 10 days after the lot 

or building is leased, sold or construction is complete.  

(7) Incidental or directional signs not exceeding three (3) square feet in area and not 

advertising any business, service or product. 

(8) On-premises warning or public notice signs less than six square feet in area. 

(9) Political signs not to exceed the height maximum for signs in that sign district. 

(10) Neighborhood identity signs or banners on individual lots not exceeding six (6) 

square feet.  

 

Sec. 93-3.3-14. Discontinued businesses. 

When a business or service displaying an identification or business sign is discontinued, all signs 

and sign structures relating to this business or service shall be covered with a durable, opaque 

material within 30 days from the date of discontinuance. Signs on properties on which such 

businesses or services are not established or re-established and the property remains unoccupied 

for a period of one (1) year shall be removed.  

 

 

Sec. 93-3.3-15. Maintenance.  

(a) All signs regulated by this division shall be kept clean, neatly painted, and free from all 

electrical and mechanical hazards, including, but not limited to, faulty wiring and loose 

connections. The premises surrounding all signs shall be maintained by the owner in a 

sanitary and inoffensive condition, free of weeds, rubbish, and debris. The Code 

Enforcement Officer may cause any sign which shows gross neglect, becomes 

dilapidated, or the ground area around such a sign is not well maintained to be removed 

after due notice. 

(b) The Code Enforcement Officer shall give the owner 10 days written notice to correct the 

deficiencies or remove the sign or signs. Upon the failure of the owner to correct the 
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deficiencies or remove the sign, the Code Enforcement Officer shall have the sign 

removed at the expense of the owner.  

(c) Ground signs located within 100 feet of a public right-of-way shall display the street 

address of the property. Where multiple addresses exist in a commercial center, the 

highest and lowest street address numbers shall be identified. This section shall not apply 

to any ground sign located on a property having more than one street frontage and a 

property address assigned on a street other than the street frontage on which the ground 

sign is erected.  

 

Sec. 93-3.3-16. Illumination. 

(a) Internal illumination. The illumination of internally lit signs shall not exceed 20 foot-

candles of incandescent light measured at a distance of ten feet from such signs.  

(b) External illumination. Indirectly lit signs shall be lighted so that no light source is 

positioned in such a manner that creates a hazardous condition for motorists or 

pedestrians. 

(c) Illuminated signs shall be installed in a manner that prevents spillover on direct light on 

adjacent properties or roadways. No illuminated sign shall be installed within 75 feet of 

any single-family dwelling.  

 

Sec. 93-3.3-17. Sign standards by sign district. 

(a) Any sign not specifically allowed in a sign district under this Section shall be prohibited 

in that district, except as otherwise provided for under this division. Size, height, setback, 

quantity and type of sign shall be regulated under Sections 93-3.3-17 and 93-3.3-18 of 

this division.  

 

(b) Single family residential. Permitted sign types and regulations for signs in the single 

family residential sign district in the city:  

(1) Subdivision gateway signs.  

(2) Wall signs.  

(3) All signs in this district shall be setback a minimum of ten feet from the right-of-way 

and all electrical transmission lines.  

(4) No sign shall be illuminated, internally or indirectly, except for entrance signs and 

subdivision signs, which may only be illuminated indirectly. These may only be 

illuminated from dusk until dawn.  
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(5) Stake signs (yard or garage sale signs and real estate signs) are the only type of 

permitted temporary sign in this district. For regulations regarding temporary signs, 

see Section 93-3.3-12. The limit on the number of stake or yard signs does not apply 

to political signs.  

(6) The aggregate sign area for any lot in this district shall not exceed 20 square feet, 

regardless of the construction, placement or type of sign or signs.  

 Single Family Residential 

 
Wall Sign 

Subdivision 

Sign 

Temporary 

Sign 

Maximum Height  4 feet 3 feet 

Maximum Width  8 feet 3 feet 

Maximum Area 1 square feet 
32 square 

feet 
3 square feet 

Maximum Number 1 1 2 

 

(c)   Commercial mixed use. Master planned developments in this sign district that are proposed 

or existing developments that propose a sign package may provide a detailed sign plan to 

Planning Commission for approval. The Commission shall consider the purpose and intent of 

this division in determining the appropriateness of the sign package.  

Permitted sign types and regulations for signs in the commercial mixed use sign district include:  

(1) Ground signs, monument style only. 

(2) Billboards, subject to Sec. 93-3.3-19. Billboards. 

(3) Projecting signs, not to exceed a projection of six feet from the face of the building. Signs 

must provide for eight feet of minimum clear space between bottom of sign and sidewalk 

or ground.  

(4) Wall signs.  

(5) Sandwich board signs, which must be removed at the end of each business day and must 

allow at least five feet of unobstructed passageway. These signs shall not exceed six 

square feet.  

(6) Window signs.   

(7) Temporary signs, a maximum of two (2) signs per lot per year. 

(8) Entrance signs. 

(9) Flag signs. 
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(10) All signs in this district shall be setback a minimum of 10 feet from the right-of-

way and electrical transmission lines and shall be setback a minimum of 25 feet from the 

I-85 and I-75 rights-of-way  

(11) All exterior lighting shall comply with FAA requirements related to aircraft 

safety, and all exterior lighting shall be maintained in accordance with plans and 

specifications submitted to and approved by the building official.  

(12) Signs for businesses in developments having a multi-story building shall be 

detailed in a sign plan and submitted to Planning Commission for approval.  

(13) The sign area for any lot in this district shall not exceed one (1) square foot for 

every linear foot of lot frontage, regardless of the construction, placement or type of sign 

or signs.  

(14)  Standards for multi-tenant, multiple phase or multiple parcel developments: 

a. Where possible, a uniform design scheme of signs shall be established for the 

development as a whole and/or for each building in the development and approved by 

the city.  

b. Plans for the development shall include detailed descriptions of all signs, including 

but not limited to, size, height, location, type, colors and materials to be used, lighting 

and ownership responsibility.  

c. Plans for signs shall undergo the same review and approval process as is required of 

other aspects of the development. 

d. All signs shall be designed, erected and maintained in accordance with an approved 

plan. 

e. Directional signs are regulated in Sec. 93-3.3-18. 

f. In addition to the signs allowed in this section, each individual unit with a storefront 

may have one wall sign with a sign area not to exceed one (1) square foot for each 

horizontal linear foot of primary storefront, plus one sign on the secondary facade not 

to exceed one (1) square foot for each horizontal linear foot of secondary facade. 

 

Commercial Mixed Use 

 
Ground Sign  

Projecting 

Sign 
Wall Sign 

Entrance 

Sign 

Temporary 

Sign 

Maximum Height 10 feet 

4 feet/ Not 

above 

roofline 

 6 feet 6 feet 
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Maximum Width 5 feet 5 feet 
50% of 

façade width 
 8 feet 

Maximum Area 
20 square 

feet 

20 square 

feet 

1 SF/LF of 

building or 

tenant façade  

4 square 

feet 

32 square 

feet 

Maximum 

Number 
1 

1/primary 

facade; 

1/secondary 

facade 

1/primary 

facade; 

1/secondary 

facade 

1 2/year 

 

 

(d) Downtown district. Permitted sign types and regulations for signs in the downtown sign 

district include: 

(1) Projecting signs, not to exceed a projection of either four feet from the building or 

one-third the sidewalk width, whichever is less. Signs must provide for eight feet of 

minimum clear space between bottom of sign and sidewalk or ground.  

(2) Wall signs.   

(3) Sandwich board signs that must be removed at the end of each business day and must 

accommodate a minimum of five feet of unobstructed walkway. Such signs shall not 

exceed six square feet.  

(4) Window signs shall not exceed 50 percent of the window area and shall be a 

maximum of 12 square feet.  A secondary sign of the same dimension shall be 

allowed on buildings with multiple frontages fronting on a public street.  Interior neon 

or LED signs not to exceed an aggregate maximum of six square feet shall be 

permitted. 

(5) Awning signs. 

(6) Flag signs. 

(7) Temporary signs, a maximum of two signs per lot per year. 

(8) The total number of signs in this district shall not exceed one sign of any allowed type 

for the primary building or tenant facade and one sign of any allowed type for each 

secondary building or tenant facade. 

(9) All signs in this district shall be setback a minimum of six feet from the right-of-way 

and electrical transmission lines.  
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(10) The aggregate sign area for any lot in this district shall not exceed one (1) square 

foot for every linear foot of lot frontage, regardless of the construction, placement or 

type of sign or signs. 

 

 

Downtown District 

 Projecting 

Sign 
Wall Sign 

Window 

Signs 
Awning Sign 

Temporary 

Sign 

Maximum Height 
Not above 

roofline 
   6 feet 

Maximum Width 4 feet 
50% of 

façade width 

  8 feet 

Maximum Area 

Primary Facade 

12 square 

feet 

1 SF/LF of 

building or 

tenant 

façade 

50% of 

window area 
50% of 

awning area 

32 square 

feet 

Maximum Area 

Secondary Facade 

12 square 

feet 

1 SF/LF of 

building or 

tenant 

façade 

50% of 

window area   

Maximum 

Number 

1/primary 

facade; 

1/secondary 

facade 

1/primary 

facade; 

1/secondary 

facade 

No 

Maximum 
2 1 

 

(e) General commercial. Master planned developments in this sign district that are proposed 

or existing developments that propose a sign package may provide a detailed sign plan to 

Planning Commission for approval. The Commission shall consider the purpose and intent of 

this division in determining the appropriateness of the sign package. 

 

Permitted sign types and regulations for signs in the general commercial sign district include: 

(1) Ground signs. 

(2) Billboards, subject to Sec. 93-3.3-19. Billboards. 

(3) Projecting signs, not to exceed a projection of six feet from the face of the building. 

(4) Wall signs. 
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(5) Temporary signs, a maximum of two signs per lot per year. 

(6) Window signs.  

(7) Awning signs. 

(8) Flag signs. 

(9) The sign area for any lot in this district shall not exceed one (1) square foot for every 

linear foot of lot frontage, regardless of the construction, placement or type of sign or 

signs.  

(10)  All signs in this district shall be setback a minimum of ten feet from the right-of-

way and electrical transmission lines, and shall be setback a minimum of 25 feet from 

the I-85 and I-75 rights-of-way, including off- and on-ramps.  

(11) Except as provided in section 93-3.3-20(h). Special Requirements for all signs, 

Special Situations, no wall or window sign shall be permitted above the ground floor 

of any building. 

General Commercial 

 Ground 

Sign  

Projecting 

Sign 
Wall Sign 

Temporary 

Sign 

Window 

Sign 

Awning 

Sign 

Maximum 

Height 
15 feet 

Not above 

roofline 
  

 
 

Maximum 

Width 
8 feet 6 feet 

50% of 

façade width 
8 feet 

 
 

Maximum 

Area 

50 square 

feet 

32 square 

feet 

1 SF/LF of 

building or 

tenant 

façade 

32 square 

feet 

50% of 

window 

area 

50% of 

awning 

area 

Maximum 

Number 
2 

1/primary 

facade; 

1/secondary 

facade 

1/primary 

facade; 

1/secondary 

facade 

2/year 
No 

Maximum 
2 

 

(f) Industrial. Permitted sign types and regulations for signs in the industrial sign district in 

the city: 

(1) Ground signs. The maximum number of ground signs shall be one for every 500 

linear feet of frontage or fraction thereof on a single frontage. Frontage on one street 

shall not be allocated to sign area on another street. One entrance sign shall be 
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permitted at each entrance with a maximum of two such signs on a single street 

frontage. 

(2) Billboards, subject to Sec. 93-3.3-19. Billboards. 

(3) Projecting signs, not to exceed a projection of six feet from the face of the building. 

Signs must provide for eight feet of minimum clear space between bottom of sign and 

sidewalk or ground.  

(4) Wall signs.  

(5) Temporary signs, a maximum of two signs per lot per year. 

(6) Window signs. 

(7) Awning signs. 

(8) Flag signs. 

(9) The sign area for any lot shall not exceed one (1) square foot for every linear foot of 

lot frontage, regardless of the construction, placement or type of sign or signs.  

(10) All signs in this district shall be setback a minimum of ten feet from the right-of-

way and electrical transmission lines, and shall be setback a minimum of 25 50 feet 

from the I-85 and I-75 rights-of-way. 

Industrial 

 
Ground Sign  

Projecting 

Sign 
Wall Sign 

Temporary 

Sign 

Entrance 

Sign 

Window 

Sign 

Maximum 

Height 
15 feet 

Not above 

roofline 
  4 feet  

Maximum 

Width 
15 feet 6 feet 

50% of 

façade width 
8 feet 8 feet  

Maximum 

Area 

50 square 

feet 

32 square 

feet 

1 SF/LF of 

building or 

tenant 

façade 

32 square 

feet 

32 square 

feet 

50% of 

window 

area 

Maximum 

Number 
3 

1/primary 

facade; 

1/secondary 

facade 

1/primary 

facade; 

1/secondary 

facade 

 1 
No 

Maximum 

 

 

(g) Neighborhood commercial. Permitted sign types and regulations for signs in the 
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neighborhood commercial sign district include:  

(1) Ground signs, monument style only. 

(2) Projecting signs, not to exceed a projection of either four feet from the building or 

one-third the sidewalk width, whichever is less. Signs must provide for eight feet of 

minimum clear space between bottom of sign and sidewalk or ground.  

(3) Wall signs.   

(4) Sandwich board signs, which must be removed at the end of each business day and 

must allow at least five feet of unobstructed passageway. These signs shall not exceed 

six square feet.  

(5) Window signs.  

(6) Awning signs. 

(7) Temporary signs, a maximum of two signs per lot per year. 

(8) Flag signs. 

(9) Signs for businesses in developments having a multi-story building shall be detailed 

in a sign plan and submitted to Planning Commission for approval. 

(10) The total number of signs in this district shall not exceed two signs of any allowed 

type for the primary facade and one sign of any allowed type for each secondary 

facade. 

(11)  The sign area for any lot shall not exceed one (1) square foot for every linear foot 

of lot frontage, regardless of the construction, placement or type of sign or signs.  

(12)  All signs in this district shall be setback a minimum of six feet from the right-of-

way and electrical transmission lines. 

 

Neighborhood Commercial 

 
Ground Sign  

Projecting 

Sign 
Wall Sign Window Sign Awning Sign 

Maximum Height 6 feet 
Not above 

roofline 
  

 

Maximum Width 4 feet 4 feet 
50% of 

façade width 
 

 

Maximum Area 
20 square 

feet 

10 square 

feet 

1 SF/LF of 

building or 

tenant façade 

50% of window 

area 

50% of 

awning area 

Maximum 1 1/primary 1/primary No Maximum 2 
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Number facade; 

1/secondary 

facade 

facade; 

1/secondary 

facade 

  

 

(h) Multi-family residential. Master planned developments in this sign district that are 

proposed or existing developments that propose a sign package may provide a detailed sign 

plan to Planning Commission for approval. The Commission shall consider the purpose and 

intent of this division in determining the appropriateness of the sign package. 

 

Permitted sign types and regulations for signs in the multifamily residential sign district 

include:  

(1) Subdivision signs. 

(2) Temporary signs in a residential development, maximum size of 16 square feet. Such 

signs shall be removed at the expense of the owner upon the sale of all property in a 

development or the lease of all dwellings.  

(3) The sign area for any lot in this district shall not exceed one (1) square foot for every 

linear foot of lot frontage, regardless of the construction, placement or type of sign or 

signs.  

 

Multi-family Residential 

 Subdivision Sign Temporary Sign 

Maximum Height 6 feet 6 feet 

Maximum Width 12 feet 8 feet 

Maximum Area 50 square feet 32 square feet 

Maximum Number 1/entrance 2/year 

  

 

(i) Public institutional. The sign standards for those properties in the public institutional sign 

district that are not owned by the City of Hapeville shall be subject to the standards of 

Neighborhood Commercial sign district. 

 

Sec. 93-3.3-18. General sign regulations. 

In addition to the limitations set forth in the other sections of this division, the following 
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limitations shall apply to these specific types of signs:  

 

(1) Wall signs.  

 

a. No wall sign shall cover wholly or partially any wall opening, nor project beyond the 

ends or top of the wall to which it is attached.  

b. Wall signs shall not exceed 50 percent of the width of the building or tenant facade, 

provided that no wall sign shall have an area exceeding one (1) square foot for each 

horizontal linear foot of building or tenant facade.  

 

(2) Projecting signs.  

 

a. No projecting sign may be placed over streets, alleys, or ways available for vehicular 

traffic. 

b. Every projecting sign located at a commercial business if illuminated as part of its 

ordinary operation, shall be illuminated between sunset and the close of business, on each 

side thereof, by at least five watts per square foot of sign surface, but in no case less than 

60 watts for each sign surface.  

c. All projecting signs must be installed at a 90-degree angle to the building facade. 

d. Projecting signs shall not project above the roofline or be installed above a height of 14 

feet, whichever is lower. 

e. Projecting signs must vertically clear sidewalks by at least eight feet and may project no 

more than four feet from a building or one-third the width of the sidewalk, whichever is 

less.  

 

(3) Awning signs. 

 

a. Awning signs must be painted or installed directly on the awning. 

b. The sign area of any awning sign shall not exceed 50 percent of the surface area of the 

awning. 

c. Awnings must be a maximum of eight (8) feet above the sidewalks and may extend to 

within one (1) foot of the vertical plane formed by the curb or the right-of-way line. 

 

(4) Entrance signs. All entrance signs shall be placed on private property and shall not be placed 

in the right-of-way. 
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(5) Subdivision sign. All subdivision signs shall be placed on private property and shall not be 

placed in the right-of-way. 

(6) Handheld signs.  

 

a. Handheld signs are allowed as part of permitted parades, pickets, processions and 

assemblies in accordance with Section 35-3-1 et. seq.  

b. No handheld signs shall be placed or carried which extend beyond the width of the 

individual’s body or that extend more than 24 inches above the individual's head.  

c. All persons carrying any such signs, shields or sandwich boards shall remain at least ten 

feet apart, shall not stand or loiter in front of any doorway, driveway or street intersection 

and shall not interfere with the general flow of traffic, whether pedestrian or vehicular. 

d. All handheld signs are exempt from the permitting requirements of Section 93-3.3-4. 

 

(7) Window signs.  

Window signs not to exceed 50 percent of the window area of the building may be displayed on 

a premises, or a tenant space of a shopping center or multi-tenant building. Window signs may 

be arranged as a single sign or as multiple signs. Window signs shall be limited to ground floor 

windows, only.  Interior neon or LED signs not to exceed an aggregate maximum of six square 

feet shall be permitted. 

 

(9) Canopy signs. 

 

Canopy signs having a maximum area of 50% of the canopy face and limited to three faces shall 

be permitted.   

 

(10) Directional signs. 

 

One directional sign having a maximum area of four (4) square feet may be displayed at each 

entrance to a shopping center, office park or industrial development.   

 

(11) Sandwich board signs. 

 

a. The owner of a building or occupant of a tenant space in a building in the downtown 

district, neighborhood commercial district or commercial mixed use district may display 

one sandwich board sign for each business having a storefront. Such signs must be 
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constructed of wood, metal or durable plastic. The sign surface may be chalkboard, 

whiteboard or other durable material.  

b. No sandwich board sign may be placed as to restrict the flow of pedestrians. A minimum 

sidewalk clear zone of five feet shall be maintained. Sandwich signs shall be removed at 

the end of each business day. 

c. The maximum area of a sandwich sign shall be six (6) square feet.  

 

(12) Changeable copy or LED signs, excluding billboards. 

For the purpose of this Section, "LED sign" shall mean a digital sign, including but not 

specifically limited to light-emitting diode (LED), liquid crystal display (LCD) and other similar 

technology signs. LED signs shall only be permitted for signs regulated under O.C.G.A. § 10-1-

164 and located in the General Commercial sign district. 

a. The owner of a building may incorporate up to 40 percent of the allowable sign area of a 

sign as a changeable copy sign, which shall be physically part of that sign. The 

changeable copy portion of the sign may not be installed absent the remaining 60 percent 

of the sign that shall be non-changeable copy or static in nature, excluding framing and 

other structural elements. 

b. No changeable copy sign may change more often than six (6) times per minute and no 

message shall change more than often than once every 10 seconds. Signs shall 

accomplish message transitions in three seconds or less. The brightness of such signs 

shall not have an illumination level of more than three-tenths of a foot-candle above the 

average ambient light level measured 100 feet from the face of the sign. 

c. A maximum of two (2) LED panels shall be allowed on any one (1) sign face. 

d. The area of each LED panel shall not exceed 10 percent of the total sign face. 

e.  LED signs shall be equipped with an automatic dimming device that shall lower the 

intensity of the sign illumination to ensure that a hazardous condition for motorists or 

pedestrians is not created. 

f. LED signs shall remain, and appear to be, fixed and static. In no instance shall LED 

lights move, change, flash, or be animated or appear to move, change, flash, or be 

animated in any way. 

g. The color of sign characters must contrast with the field of the sign to provide for 

maximum visibility and legibility, and each character on the LED panel must be the same 

color. The background or field of the sign shall be a solid color. 
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h. Individual LED lighting used at fuel stations shall not exceed a size of two feet and no 

LED panel shall be larger than 30 square feet or face any property zoned for single family 

residential use. 

i. No LED sign shall be located within one hundred fifty (150) feet from any single family 

residence, or any property zoned for single family residential use. 

 

(13) Flag signs, excluding feather flags. The owner of a building may display flag signs that 

meet the following regulations.  

  

a. Three types of flag displays shall be permitted: “pole, projecting and window.” 

 

i. Pole Flags.  A flag may be flown from a metal pole permanently placed in the ground. 

The length of the flag shall be no greater than one-quarter of the height of the pole. 

This guideline applies to poles twenty (20) feet and taller. Flags flown on single 

family residential properties shall not exceed three (3) feet from top to bottom and 

five (5) feet in length. Flagpoles on single family residential properties shall not 

exceed twenty (20) feet in height. Flags on small commercial, industrial, institutional, 

multifamily and public properties, defined as properties of less than two acres or 

having buildings with less than 10,000 square feet of floor area, shall not exceed four 

(4) feet from top to bottom and six (6) feet in length. Flagpoles on such properties 

shall not exceed twenty-four (24) feet in height. Flags on all other commercial, 

industrial, institutional and public properties shall not exceed six (6) feet from top to 

bottom and ten (10) feet in length and flagpoles on these properties shall not exceed 

forty (40) feet in height. The pole may be of varying diameters, appropriate in scale to 

the length of the flag being flown. 

 

ii. Projecting Flags.  Flags may be flown from a metal or wooden pole attached to a 

bracket projecting from the side of a building or doorframe. The pole shall not exceed 

six (6) feet in length, or one (1) inch in diameter. The flag flying from such pole shall 

not exceed three (3) feet from top to bottom and five (5) feet in length. Additionally, 

flags displayed in such a manner shall not impede pedestrian or vehicular traffic. 

 

iii. Window Flags. Flags may be hung in the window of any non-residential property. 

The area of the flag shall be used in the calculation of window sign area. 
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b. Limit on Number. The number of flags (ground, projecting or window) that may be flown 

or displayed on each property is limited by the maximum sign area allocated to the property. 

However, a maximum of three (3) flags (ground, projecting or window) shall be exempt from 

the limitations of the Ordinance. Any additional flags (ground, projecting or window) 

displayed shall be used in the calculation of the ground, projecting or window sign area 

permitted on the property. 

   

(j) Condition of flags.  All flags that are flown or displayed shall be in serviceable condition 

and fit for use. All flags and stitching shall remain intact and tattered or faded flags shall 

be removed.  

 

Sec. 93-3.3-19. Billboards.  

(a) The regulation and design of all billboards ("billboard signs") shall be governed by this 

section, subject to the following standards: 

(1) Billboards are permitted on any property having frontage on an interstate and located 

in the Commercial Mixed Use, General Commercial and Industrial sign districts. 

(2) Billboards shall not be located more than 100 feet from an interstate right-of-way.  

(3) A state DOT permit must accompany an application for a billboard. 

(4) No billboard shall be located within 300 feet of a residentially zoned property as 

measured from the outermost edge of the sign to the closest point of the residential 

property. 

(5) Billboards shall meet the setback standards of the zoning district, provided the 

structure setback from an interstate right-of-way shall be a minimum of 25 feet. 

(6) No billboard shall exceed a height of 65 feet. 

(7) Billboards shall have a maximum height of 14 feet, a maximum width of 48 feet and 

a maximum area of six hundred seventy-two (672) square feet. 

(8) No billboard shall be located within five hundred (500) linear feet of any other 

billboard on the same side of the highway, including billboards outside the Hapeville 

city limits, as measured along the right-of-way. 

(9) The area of interstate billboards shall not be used in calculating “aggregate sign area.” 

 

(b) Multiple message billboards shall be subject to the following standards: 
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(1) Multiple message signs shall not be located within 500 feet of the nearest 

residentially zoned property, park, playground, recreation area, scenic area or 

cemetery, as measured from the outermost edge of the sign to the closest point of the 

above-referenced property line. 

(2) When a message is changed mechanically, the transition shall be accomplished in 

three seconds or less. 

(3) No such multiple message sign shall be placed within 5,000 feet of another 

mechanical multiple message sign on the same side of the highway. 

 

(c)  As light-emitting diode (LED) billboards, also known as digital billboards, present a 

different set of circumstances regarding their impact on the community, such signs shall 

be governed by the following additional standards:   

(1) Digital billboards shall be limited to parcels fronting on Interstate highways only, and 

shall be positioned for viewing from such Interstate highways. 

(2) No digital billboard shall be located within five hundred (500) feet of another 

billboard on the same side of the Interstate highway. Billboards outside the Hapeville 

city limits shall be used in determining this distance. 

(3) No digital billboard shall be located within five thousand (5,000) feet of another 

multiple message billboard, including any other digital billboard, on the same side of 

the highway. Billboards outside the Hapeville city limits shall be used in determining 

this distance. 

(4) Digital billboards shall not be located within 500 feet of the nearest residentially 

zoned property, park, playground, recreation area, scenic area or cemetery, as 

measured from the outermost edge of the sign to the closest point of the above-

referenced property line. 

(5) All digital billboard images must remain stationary and not contain any visible 

moving parts, alternating, “crawling” or other moving messages or have the 

appearance of having moving parts or messages. 

(6) The display, background or other message medium on a digital billboard shall not 

change more often than once every 10 seconds, with a transition period of one (1) 

second or less. 

(7) No digital billboard shall be placed within 5,000 feet of another digital billboard on 

the same side of the highway.  

(8) Any such sign shall contain a default design that will freeze the sign in one position 

should a malfunction occurs. 
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(9) Any maximum size limitations shall apply to the side of the multiple message sign 

with the greater area. 

(10) The owner of an LED billboard shall arrange for an annual certification of the 

foot-candle intensity measured in foot-candles by an independent contractor showing 

compliance and provide such certification to the Code Enforcement Officer.  

(11) All digital billboards shall have installed an ambient light monitor that will 

continuously monitor and automatically adjust the brightness of the display based on 

ambient light conditions. Maximum brightness levels for digital billboards shall not 

exceed three-tenths (0.3) foot-candles over ambient light levels measured as 

prescribed in a “Recommended Night-time Brightness Levels for On-Premise 

Electronic Message Centers (EMC’s)” published by the International Sign 

Association, April 2011.  Certification that the sign has been preset to automatically 

adjust the brightness to this level or lower must be provided to the Code Enforcement 

Officer. 

(12) LED billboards shall meet the same installation and permitting requirements and 

inspections as adopted for electrified signs and all other signs.  

(13) The owner of said LED billboard sign shall coordinate with the City of Hapeville 

in displaying, when appropriate, emergency information important to the travelling 

public including, but not limited to, Amber Alerts or alerts concerning terrorist 

attacks or natural disasters. Emergency information messages shall remain in the 

advertising rotation according to the protocols of the agency that issues such 

information.  

(14) The owner of said LED billboard sign shall provide contact information to the 

Code Enforcement Officer for a person who is available at any time and who is 

capable of turning off the electronic sign promptly following a malfunction.  

(15) At any time more than five percent of the LED display lights on an LED billboard 

malfunction or are no longer working, the owner of the LED billboard shall repair the 

sign within 60 calendar days or the billboard will be subject to removal. 

(16) In the event the Code Enforcement Officer finds that the LED billboard causes 

glare or otherwise impairs the vision of a motorist, the owner of the sign shall reduce 

the intensity of the sign to a level acceptable to the City within 24 hours of receipt of 

written notice by the Code Enforcement Officer.  

(17) Each sign must comply with all Georgia Department of Transportation rules and 

regulations applicable to electronic changeable message signs where not in conflict 

with this section.  
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Sec. 93-3.3-20. Special requirements for all signs. 

(a) Applicability. All lots, buildings, structures or property shall be regulated under the 

requirements of this Article.  

(b) Placement. All signs must be placed on a lot as defined in other sections of the zoning 

ordinance and the subdivision regulations. No sign may be placed on any lot where such 

lot does not meet the minimum requirements of the zoning ordinance and subdivision 

regulations. No sign may be placed on any lot that has road frontage only on an interstate 

or intrastate highway.  

(c) Obstruction to doors, windows, or fire escapes. No sign shall be erected, relocated, or 

maintained to prevent free access from, any door, window, or fire escape; nor shall any 

sign be attached to any standpipe or fire escape.  

(d) Covering architectural elements. No placement of any sign shall cover or conceal 

architectural fenestrations, adornments, details, doors or windows unless the Design 

Review Committee determines that the placement of such sign cannot be more 

appropriately located and that the placement of such sign will not adversely affect access 

to the building, cause unnecessary glare into the building or adversely impact the historic 

character or architectural theme of the building.  

(e) Sign not to constitute traffic hazard. No sign regulated by this division shall be installed 

at the intersection of any streets in a manner that obstructs the free and clear vision of 

motorists; or placed at any location that, due to the position, shape, or color, may 

interfere with, obstruct the view of, or be confused with any authorized traffic sign, 

signal, or device. No such sign shall use the terms "STOP," "DANGER," or any other 

word, phrase, symbol, or character in such manner as to interfere with, mislead, or 

confuse motorists or pedestrians. 

(f) Posting on trees, poles, etc. No sign shall be allowed to be tacked, painted, posted, 

marked, or otherwise affixed on trees, utility poles, or other similar structures, or on 

rocks, the ground itself, or other natural features.  

(g) No posting on supports. No message or advertisement may be displayed on any portion 

of the structural supports of any sign.  

(h) Special situations; buildings of three stories or more. Those developments having 

buildings of three or more stories may be permitted one wall sign on the primary and 

secondary building or tenant facade not to exceed 50 percent of the width of the building 

or tenant facade and not exceeding an area of one (1) square foot for each horizontal 

linear foot of building or tenant facade. Such wall signs shall be limited to the ground 

floor wall, only. A single wall sign intended to accommodate an “anchor tenant” may be 
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installed on each facade of the highest floor, subject to a maximum width of 20 twenty 

percent of the building facade and a maximum area of 10 percent of the exterior wall area 

of that floor. Sign area and width allowances for anchor tenant wall signs apply to each 

individual building facade and are not cumulative. 

(i) Imitation of official signs prohibited. No sign shall be erected which simulates an official 

traffic control, warning signal or public service signal.  

 

 

Sec. 93-3.3-21. Construction standards for all signs.  

(a) Building code compliance. All signs shall be constructed and maintained in accordance 

with the provisions of the building code as adopted and from time to time amended 

(hereinafter referred to as the "city building code") except that no building permit shall be 

required unless the building official determines that a structure must be built to support 

the sign.  

(b) Materials required. All signs for which a permit is required by this division, and 

temporary signs, shall be constructed of noncombustible material with the exception of 

chemically treated, red wood, and blasted carved materials. All signage must be made of 

materials at least four inches thick and bordered around the edges of the sign by 

permitted material at least two inches thick.  

(c) Reflectors. Gooseneck reflectors and lights shall be permitted on ground signs, projecting 

signs, and wall signs; provided, however, the reflectors shall be provided with proper 

glass lenses so that no light creates a hazardous or dangerous condition.  

(d) Other code compliance. All building, setback, zoning, or other relevant codes excluding 

building permitting (other than that permitting required elsewhere herein) shall be 

applicable to the location, construction and siting of signs and shall be read in harmony 

with this division.  

 

Sec. 93-3.3-22. Permit application submission and appeals. 

(a) Submission of sign permit applications. Sign permit applications must be delivered to the 

Department of Community Services. All permit applications must be stamped by 

Planning and Zoning Department personnel indicating the submission date.  

(b) Approval of the Community Services Department and City Planner. The Community 

Services Department shall review all sign applications that require a permit for 

compliance with the building codes and indicate such compliance in a written report 

attached to the application. The sign permit application shall then be reviewed by the City 
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Planner for compliance with this division. Permit denials may be appealed to the board of 

appeals.  

(c) Issuance or denial of permit. Provided that the application is complete, all permit fees 

have been paid, and the proposed sign and the lot on which the sign is to be placed are in 

compliance with all requirements of this division and all other ordinances and laws of the 

City, the City Planner shall render a determination and shall inform the applicant of his or 

her decision within 45 calendar days.  

In the event the City Planner determines or learns at any time that the applicant has not properly 

completed the application for the proposed sign, he or she shall promptly notify the applicant of 

such fact and shall automatically deny the application.  Similarly, in the event the City Planner 

determines that all requirements for approval have not been met, he or she shall deny the permit.  

All permit applications shall either be issued or denied within 45 calendar days of the submission 

date. If the application is denied because it does not contain the required information, a new 

application must be submitted with all of the required information and assigned a new 

submission date.  

 

Upon the expiration of the 45-day period without a decision being made on the application, the 

applicant shall be permitted to erect and maintain the sign under this statutory provision unless 

and until the City Planner notifies the applicant of a denial of the application and states the 

reasons for the denial.  

 

No person erecting a sign under this provision shall acquire any vested rights to continued 

maintenance of such signs, and following a subsequent denial of a sign application by the City 

Planner, the sign must be brought into compliance with this division.  

 

(d) Appeals. Any person denied a sign permit has the right to appeal that decision by way of 

administrative appeal to the Board of Appeals under the procedure set forth herein:  

(1) The City Planner shall notify the applicant of the denial of a sign permit application 

within 14 calendar days of the decision date. Notice shall be made in writing and 

mailed to the applicant address listed on the sign permit application.  

(2) Any appeal of the decision of the City Planner relating to a sign application must be 

made within 14 calendar days of receipt of notice of the denial. In the event that no 

appeal is made within the 14-day period afforded the applicant to file an appeal, the 

decision of the City Planner shall become final. 

(3) The Board of Appeals shall: 
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a. Hold the hearing on any such appeal no more than 30 days after receipt of the 

appeal; and 

b. Make its final determination of the appeal not more than 30 days after the date of 

the hearing. 

 

Sec. 93-3.3-23. Variance for signs in this division.  

Members of the Board of Appeals shall judge applications for sign variance based on the 

following criteria:  

(1) All signs and structures within the business development are in conformance with this 

division; and 

(2) The variance, if granted, would not cause substantial detriment to other property 

owners or tenants, or to the public good, nor would it impair the purpose and intent of 

this division; and  

a. The Board of Appeals may consider factors such as the size of the buildings 

constructed on the subject lot, the potential to subdivide the lot, and the number of 

different tenants occupying the buildings.  

b. Financial loss to the appellant is not sufficient grounds by itself to justify a 

variance. 

c. Peculiar conditions or circumstances that are the result of actions of the current or 

former owner of the property covered by the application cannot be considered as 

grounds to justify a variance.  

d. The authority to erect and maintain additional signs as may be permitted under 

any such variance shall terminate upon the subdivision of the lot for which such 

variance was granted.  

 

Sec. 93-3.3-24. Unsafe or unlawful signs.  

Any sign determined by the Code Enforcement Officer to be unsafe or unstable, a menace to the 

public health or safety, abandoned, dilapidated, or erected or maintained in violation of this 

division shall cause the Code Enforcement Officer to notify the permittee, owner, or occupant of 

the property on which the sign is located of such violation by certified mail. Such notice shall 

include a brief and complete statement of the violations to be remedied. In the event the 

permittee, owner, or occupant of the property on which the sign is located cannot be contacted, 

the Code Enforcement Officer having affixed the notice to the sign or to the building on which 

the sign is erected for a period of 10 days shall be deemed to have effected notice.  
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Failure of the permittee or property owner to remove or alter such sign so as to comply with the 

standards of this division within 10 days after such notice shall cause the Code Enforcement 

Officer to revoke the permit for such sign and the permittee or property owner shall be subject to 

the penalties set forth in section 93-3.3-25 of this division.  

 

The Code Enforcement Officer may cause any unsafe or unlawful sign that constitutes an 

immediate threat to the physical safety of persons or adjoining property to be removed 

summarily and without notice and cause the cost of removal to be placed as a lien on the 

property on which the sign is located.  

 

 

Sec. 93-3.3-25. Penalties.  

Any person found in violation of any provision of this division shall be subject to a fine not to 

exceed $1,000.00 per day. A separate offense shall be deemed committed each day during or on 

which a violation occurs or is permitted to continue. Any sign erected or maintained in violation 

of this division shall be subject to removal by the City upon an order of the municipal court and 

all costs related to such removal shall be charged against the property and may be collected by 

lien or otherwise.  

 

 

Sec. 93-3.3-26. Severability. 

It is hereby declared the intention of Mayor and Council that all sections, paragraphs, sentences, 

clauses and phrases of this division are or were, upon their enactment, believed by Mayor and 

Council to be fully valid, enforceable and constitutional.  

 

It is hereby declared the intention of Mayor and Council that, to the greatest extent allowed by 

law, each and every section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this division is severable 

from every other section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this division. It is hereby 

further declared the intention of Mayor and Council that, to the greatest extent allowed by law, 

no section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this division is mutually dependent on any 

other section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this division.  

 

In the event that any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this division shall, for any 

reason whatsoever, be declared invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable by the valid 

judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, it is the express intent of Mayor and 

Council that such invalidity, unconstitutionality or unenforceability shall, to the greatest extent 
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allowed by law, not render invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable any of the 

remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs or sections of the division and that, to the 

greatest extent allowed by law, all remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections 

of the division shall remain valid, constitutional, enforceable, and of full force and effect.  

 

Section 2. 

 

a. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that all sections, 

paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are or were, upon their enactment,  

believed by the Mayor and Council to be fully valid, enforceable and constitutional. 

 

b. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that, to the greatest 

extent allowed by law, each and every section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this 

Ordinance is severable from every other section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this 

Ordinance.  It is hereby further declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that, to the 

greatest extent allowed by law, no section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this 

Ordinance is mutually dependent upon any other section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase 

of this Ordinance.  

 

c. In the event that any phrase, clause, sentence, or section of this Ordinance shall, for any 

reason whatsoever, be declared invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable by the valid 

judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, it is the express intent of the Mayor 

and Council that such invalidity, unconstitutionality, or unenforceability shall, to the greatest 

extent allowed by law, not render invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable any of the 

remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs or sections of the Ordinance and that, to the 

greatest extent allowed by law, all remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs, and 

sections of the Ordinance shall remain valid, constitutional, enforceable, and of full force and 

effect. 

 

Section 3. 

All Ordinances and parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby expressly repealed. 

Section 4. 

This Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption by the Mayor and Council. 

Section 5. 

The Ordinance shall be codified in a manner consistent with the laws of the State of Georgia and 

the City of Hapeville.  

 

Section 6. 
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 It is the intention of the governing body, and it is hereby ordained that the provisions of  this 

Ordinance shall become and be made part of the Code of Ordinances, City of Hapeville, Georgia  

and the sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered to accomplish such intention.   

 

Public Hearing: August 19, 2014     

 

First Reading:    August 19, 2014      

 

Adoption:          

 

This Ordinance having been properly considered and adopted by the City Council of the City of 

Hapeville, Georgia, the same is hereby APPROVED this     day of   , 2014. 

 

CITY OF HAPEVILLE, GEORGIA    ATTEST:  

 

             

Alan Hallman, Mayor     Jennifer Elkins, City Clerk 

 

       APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

            

       Paul R. Koster, City Attorney 
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