HELPFUL INFORMATION FROM YOUR HAPEVILLE WATER DEPARTMENT
How to diagnose clogged home water supply piping as a cause of bad water pressure

Clogged water supply piping can cause poor water flow in a house. This can occur suddenly from debris clogging a delivery pipe, often at a turn or "elbow" in the piping, but that's not common. If the house water supply piping is blocked usually this is a long-standing problem. Examples of causes of poor water pressure due to blocked pipes include water pipes becoming clogged internally due to rust or mineral build-up (is your water hard? are the pipes galvanized iron?), or poor installation of the supply piping (did the plumber push too much solder into a copper pipe joint during installation? There are two useful diagnostic tricks here:

· If water pressure is good when you first open a faucet, but immediately falls off to a poor flow, then the system pressure is good but there is probably a constriction in the piping. 

· If water pressure is good at some fixtures but terrible at others then it's not a system problem, it's a problem at an individual fixture or at water supply piping feeding that fixture. For example, awful water pressure at one sink could simply be due to a clogged strainer at the faucet. 

· If water pressure is good in some areas of the house but poor at others at all fixtures and if this problem has always been present, there may be a blockage at just one water supply pipe or connection, such as at an elbow clogged by solder. We've diagnosed this problem the hard way by starting to cut open supply pipes downstream from the last point where we found good water pressure. 

A water supply pipe failure between the water meter near the street and water supplies in the home, can occur, perhaps by leaking or by becoming clogged with rust or minerals so that water is not being delivered to the home at good pressure or not at all (if the water line has burst). In cold climates, the water supply line may have frozen outside or even in the building at an un-heated location.

